
Programmatic Agreement

between

The Bureau of Land Management, Caliente Field Office

and the

Nevada State Historic Preservation Officer

regarding

The Gold Springs Exploration Project

Lincoln County, Nevada

WHEREAS, Gold Springs, LLC (Applicant) has submitted the Plan ofOperations for the Gold
Springs Exploration Project (Project). The Project is located approximately 25 miles northeast of
Caliente, Nevada, at elevations ranging from 6,230 to 7,660 feet above mean sea level. The

Applicant plans to conduct phased mineral exploration activities consisting ofthe following
activities within the area outlined on the maps in Appendix I: exploration drilling; road
construction; drill site and sump construction; installation ofa monitoring well(s); installation

and operation ofa production water well; trenching and bulk sampling; installation ofa
meteorological station; and disturbance area reclamation. Customary and reasonable technology
and practices will be utilized to avoid unnecessary or undue environmental impacts. The
activities associated with this Project are outlined in the attached Plan of Operations (Plan)
located in Appendix II. Henceforth, all activities included in the Plan are referred to collectively
as the Undertaking; and

WHEREAS, the Bureau of Land Management (BLM), Caliente Field Office (CFO) is
considering plans to permit the Undertaking pursuant to the BLM Surface Management
Regulations, at 36 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) 3809, as amended; and

WHEREAS, the CFO, in consultation with the Nevada State Historic Preservation Officer

(SHPO), determined that the Project is an Undertaking as defined in the National Historic
Preservation Act of 1966, as amended (NHPA) because it takes place on landsmanaged by the
BLM and is an activity that is permitted and approved by the CFO. Therefore, the CFO is
responsible for ensuring that the Undertaking is in compliance with Section 106 of the NHPA, 16
U.S.C. § 470f, and its implementing regulations, 36 C.F.R. § 800; and

WHEREAS, the CFO has determined that the Undertaking has the potential to affect historic
properties both directlyand indirectly and has identified the Undertaking's area ofpotential
effect (APE)as shownon Map 1 in Appendix I in accordance with 36 C.F.R. § 800.16(d); and
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WHEREAS, the Applicant has provided BLM with an overview of previous inventories to
identify historic properties are outlined in the Literature Review and Background Research
Report (appendix IV; hereinafter called the Literature Review); and

WHEREAS, the CFO determined that due to the phased natureofthe Undertaking, the effects to
historic propertiescannot be fully determined priorto signing a decision document for the
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) analysis of the Undertaking; and

WHEREAS, in accord with section II.B.2 ofthe State Protocol Agreement between the Bureau
ofLand Management, Nevada and the Nevada State Historic Preservation Officefor
Implementing the National Historic Preservation Act, Finalized February 3, 2012 (State

Protocol) the BLM will develop programmatic agreements for undertakings that are phased ifthe
BLM wishes to defer the final identification and National Register of Historic Places (NRHP)

evaluation of resources or the application of the criteria ofadverse effect; and

WHEREAS, the CFO is responsible for conducting Native American tribal consultation on a

government-to-government level and ensuring that it complies with the BLM manual 8120 and

BLM Handbook, H-8120-1, guidelines for conducting tribal consultation. Therefore, the CFO
sent certified letters (appendix III) dated 4 November 2013 wherein the BLM invited the

following Tribes to consult on this Undertaking:

Battle Mountain Band Council,
Confederated Tribes ofthe Goshute

Reservation, Nevada-Utah,
Duckwater Shoshone Tribe,
Elko Band Council,
Ely Shoshone Tribe ofNevada,
Kaibab Band of Paiute Indians ofthe Kaibab

Indian Reservation,
Las Vegas Tribe of Paiute Indians ofthe Las

Vegas Indian Colony,
Moapa Band of Paiute Indians,
Paiute Indian Tribe of Utah,
Paiute Indian Tribe of Utah: Cedar Band of

Paiutes,
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Paiute Indian Tribe of Utah: Indian Peaks

Band of Paiutes,
Paiute Indian Tribe of Utah: Kanosh Band

ofPaiutes,
Paiute Indian Tribe of Utah: Koosharem

Band of Paiutes,
Paiute Indian Tribe of Utah: Shivwits Band

of Paiutes,
South Fork Band (Te-Moak Tribes ofthe

Western Shoshone Indians ofNevada),
Te-Moak Tribes of the Western Shoshone

Indians ofNevada,
Wells Indian Colony Band Council,
Yomba Shoshone Tribe; and
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WHEREAS, the CFO is consulting with the DuckwaterShoshone Tribe to identify historic
properties thatmay have religious and cultural significance to this tribe; and

WHEREAS, the CFO has involved the public through the use ofthe National Environmental
Policy Act (NEPA) public participation procedures, wherein the public were invited to
participate in the NEPA scoping process and wereencourage to provide information regarding
the location of potential historic properties that may be affected by the Undertakingto the CFO
archaeologist; and

WHEREAS, the BLM has invited the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation (ACHP),

pursuant to 36 CFR §800.14(b), to develop and execute this PA and the ACHP has not elected to
formally enter consultation on the development of this PA; and

WHEREAS, this PA covers all aspects ofthe planning, development, and implementation ofthe
Undertaking; and

WHEREAS, the Applicant has been invited to sign this PA as an invited signatory as they will

have certain obligations outlined in the stipulations; and

NOW, THEREFORE, the signatories and invited signatories to this PA agree that the
Undertaking shall be implemented in accordance with the following stipulations in order to take

into account the effect ofthe Undertaking on historic properties, and to comply with Section 106

ofthe NHPA for this Undertaking.

STIPULATIONS

I. Roles and Responsibilities

a. The signatories and invited signatoriesagree that all projects or project phases
identified as part of this Undertaking shall be subject to the processes outlined
herein.

b. The signatories and invited signatories agree that the State Protocol, except as
amended here, shallbe utilized for this PA. The State Protocol is incorporated by
reference.

c. The Applicant is responsible for obtaining a contractor qualified to obtain a
Cultural Resources Use Permit (CRUP) through the Nevada State Office (NSO)
ofthe BLM and ensuringthat they are funded to carry out the requirementsofthis
PA.

d. The Applicant's contractor shall obtain and keep current a CRUP from the NSO
and shall work directly with the BLM Cultural Resources Staff to carry out the
provisions of this PA.
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e. The CFO is responsible for the administration of this PA. This includes but is not
limited to ensuring that signatoriesand invited signatories carry out their
responsibilities; overseeing cultural resource work; reviewing draft and final
reports; dissemination of reports to the necessary parties; and for seeking SHPO
concurrence with agency decisions.

f. The CFO shall ensure that ethnographic, historic, architectural, and archaeological
work conducted pursuantto this PA is carried out by or under the direct
supervision of persons meeting qualifications set forth in the Secretary ofthe
Interior's Professional Qualifications Standards (currently available at
http://www.nps.gov/history/local-law/arch_stnds_9.htm) and that those who
require permits for such work by the BLM Nevada have them.

II. Definitions

Terms not defined here and used in this PA are defined in the ACHP's regulations
at 36 CFR 800.16 and the State Protocol.

HI. The Compliance Process

a. Defining the Area of Potential Effect (APE)

i. After the Applicant identifies a new project phase to be accomplished
within the APE, the Applicant shall submit the details ofthat phase to the
CFO. The CFO Cultural Resource Specialist (CRS) shall determine the

phase-specific APE for direct effects to historic properties in accordance
with 36 CFR 800.16(d) and the State Protocol. The phase-specific APE
for assessing indirect effects on known historic properties will be the area
ofthe phase ofwork plus two miles outward in all directions from the
perimeter, which would include some areasoutside the Undertaking area.
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