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NYE COUNTY HISTORIC PROPERTY SURVEY

PROPERTY NAME:

Historic | Fownship/Range/Section ~ Jinventory ¥o.
Tonopah Volunteer Firehouse and Gymnaslued | L _TON-139
Cemmon fQuad/County Map Claggification

) . P Bullding
LOCATION: ] JCURRENT BLACK & WHITE PHOTOGRAPH

Street Address

Lorner of Brougher and Burro Streets ‘
City | County . ¢
Tenopah bye
CURRENT OWNER:
¥ ans
Street 5#!:&33 ) N
T T Seate “Bip

TTTTEES ey e
FORM PREPARED BY:

Name L Pate .
_Janus Assocliates - _Sept, 1980
Strect Address phona
2121 8, Priest Suite 127 | 9677117
City State 2ip
Tempe __Arizong 85282

PROPERTY INPORMATION:
Wistoric Uze

Firehouse and Gymnasium
Current Use Acreage

Residentialivacant less/ane
Architect/Builder

E.E. Baker contractor For firehouse
Construction/Modification Dates
Firehouse, [907- Gympasium 1 nedeled L ‘
c. 1920  Photo By Date
Jim_Woodward July 1980

VIey 3 P
: [anking south east at main facade
PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION: -

The Tonopah Yolunteer Firehouse and GymnasTunm 73 & combination of two metal clad struc-

{ tures built on a small rise at the foot of Brougher Avenue. Both buildings share a common
wall and have similar false front facades, although built to different heights. The flre=
house, constructed in 1907, 1s a two story structure with a pltched roof behind a high
metal facade. It measures 35' wide by 50 deep and 75 covered witch horizontal sheets of
corrugated iron. The metal facade features a simple cornice with console-1Tke end pleces,
and containg three evenly logated double hung windows on the second Floor and 1wo double
door vehicle openings on ground Tewel., As additional central doorway separates the wo
farge openings. Extending from the front of the bullding is an early hipped porch sup=
ported by three wood posts. Windows at both levels slong the side wall are evenly located
two over two double hung sash with plain wood casings. The adjascent gymnasium is a combi=-
nation of cne and two story masses-measuring 707 In overall depth and 30' wide, 1rs5 false
front metal facade also features a cornice articulated by simple consales at each ond. A
| small central Independent entry extends From the facade and is flanked on elither side by
L two double hung windows. The fromt portiom of the building Is a single story while the
gymnasium proper is a taller, one and a half stery structure. Both are covered with inde-
pcndent pitehed metal roofs, Original clerestory window openings at the eaves provide

li into Sre bullding. All exterior archlitectural features raeain intact and the bul ddirgs
1a sound cood! Lion,
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bTATEMEhT OF SIGNIFICANCE:

he Tonopah Volunteer Firehouse and Gymnasium is annlflcant for both Tts historical
ast;ocsatmrk with the development of local public services,and Tts architectural wvalus and
method of construction., A valunteer flre department had been organized in the beginning |
years of Tonopah's development, but the town's first major fire in May, 190k proved the |
ineffectiveness of the department. Lontributing Factors were dlserganization and lack off
better water facllities, egquipment and central Iocation. Three fire commissioners were
appainted In 1905 but bad little swceess In their efforts ta address the fire protection
of the community. Finally in 1907 the county commissioners appolnted a (ire chief to coof
rdinate the volunteer department. Equipment was purchased and this firehouse was built
near the center of town, A year later the fire department petitioned the comnunity For
contributions in order to erect a gymnasium adjacent to the flrehouse. With the assis-
| tance of denations and volunteer labor and materials,the substantial structure was com=
pleted by the end of 1508, Although the gymnasium fs not directly assogiated with fire-
Fighting, it shows the degree of local support in what was (despite county control} stil]
a community volunteer organization., Despite the addition of paid members of the depart-
ment and new Facilitles and equipment, adequate flre protection in Tonopah was never ob-
talned. MaJor Fires In 1908 and 1912 continued to cause heavy foszes to the business dis
‘trict.in1920 a flre at the firehouse damaged the syperstructure and exterior of the wood
frame bu:iﬁing It was remode1ed to {ts present conditlan w%th ccmplete sxtcruer metal

metal public build«ngs in TUﬂgpah and retains the trchasx degree of arah1tec1urz1 xmLagrtty.
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LEGAL DESCRIPTION:

| A portion of the Burre Mining Claim at the intersaction of Burre and Brougher
Averyes including the building only

ADDITIONAL PHOTOGRAPH

Fhoto By

Jim Woodward

View
Main Facade

Date

July 1980
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