








HISTORICAL DATA 
for the Phillips Ranch and Arlington Gardens 

After graduation from the Western Dental College in Kansas City, Dr. 
Fred Phillips from Greenleaf, Kansas, traveled west, arriving in Reno in 1906. 
He spent a brief period of time in San Francisco, offering his assistance in 
the wake of the devastating earthquake of 1906. He then settled in Reno and 
embarked on a successful professional career which was to last over 50 years. 

Dr. Phillips married Matti Roberts from Gold Hill, whose father had 
been involved in the mining business during the height of the mining activity 
in that area. Dr. Phillips father moved to Reno from Kansas and, until his 
death,had the distinction of being the last surviving Civil War veteran in 
Nevada. 

In 1915, Dr. Phillips began to acquire land at the intersection of 
Plumb Lane and Arlington Avenue, at the present site of Arlington Gardens 
shopping mall. At that time, this was ranching land, well beyond the out­
skirts of Reno. Subsequent purchases of property in this same vicinity were 
made by Dr. Phillips in 1919 and 1930. 

The Phillips family house, constructed of rounded river rock gathered 
on the property was built ca. 1918 in a local interpretation of the IIbunga10w
sty1 ell whi ch was popul ar throughout the western United States. Barns, a mil k 
house, , sheds, low river rock walls and fountain were built in this same 
period. A large and flourishing kitchen garden was maintained, reflecting Dr. 
Phillips· enjoyment and interest in gardening. Shade trees and conifers were 
planted, many remaining today as mature trees. Sometime in the 1930·s, the 
family house was enlarged, embracing a river rock shed to the rear, but generally' 
preserving the rustic character of original structure. Of the original buildings 
on the IIranchll, the family house, mi 1 k house and beautiful stone wa 11 s rema i n 
unchanged today. 

During World War 11, Dr. Phillips philanthropically donated his pro­
fessional services to the wa~ effort, for which he was officially commended by 
both Presidents Roosevelt and Truman. 

In 1945, Dr. Phillips daughter, Dorothy and her husband, John Benson, 
returned to Reno at the close of the War and opened Arlington Nursery. Mrs. 
Benson has remarked that her father·s life long interest in horticulture made 
it seem like a natural decision to operate a nursery, which was auspiciously 
started on the site of a Worl d War II II victory garden ll on a two acre portion 
of the Phillips Ranch. The original Arlington Nursery building was built ca. 
1945-46 with a massive brick fireplace and handsome floors of paving blocks, 
reminiscent of Spanish tiles, which were acquired by Dr. Phillips when, in one 
of his many enterprises, he bought out a Reno brick yard. Granite slabs, steps 
from the building at North Virginia and Second Streets, where Dr. Phillips for 
many years maintained his practice, were incorporated in the paths surrounding 
the nursery buildings. 
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For many years, Arlington Nursery was Reno's most complete and prestigious 
garden center and landscaping business. At the height of its operation, 30 indivi­
duals and 5 trucks were employed by the Nursery which covered approximately 5 acres 
of land. The Nursery maintained a large stock of seasonal bedding plants,annuals 
and perennials,as well as the area's largest supply of shrubs and trees for per­
manent planting. Generally, plant material was shipped in from California, Oregon
and the Mid-West. For a brief period of time, however, the Bensons, tried growing 
their own stock from seed in green houses and cold frames. But these experiments 
were abandoned as they proved costly and inefficient. The sale of cut flowers was 
also suspended after a fire in the late 1940's which destroyed part of the Nursery 
was attributed to the motor in the flower refrigeration unit. For many years, 
Arlington Nursery was the agent for Buckner Sprinklers and Johns Manville Farm 
equipment. 

During the 35 years that Arlington Nursery was in business, it blossomed 
into a variety of boutiques and specialty shops, pioneering, in a sense, the con­
cept of a shopping mall in Reno. This was in part a result of the need to maintain 
staff and trade during the "off season" winter months. Drawing inspiration from 
the delightful Allied Arts in Menlo Park, California, the Bensons added landscaped
patios, courtyards and an Orinetal fish pond creating an attractive maze of shops. 

With a true commitment to the beautification of the State, and a love of 
horticulture, the Bensons undertook many worthwhile and lasting landscaping pro­
jects throughout Western Nevada. Many of these were volunteer efforts with much 
or all of the plant and landscaping material and labor being donated by the Bensons '. 
Particularly noteworthy are the numerous plantings and projects at the University 
of Nevada, Reno. A partial list is attached hereto to indicate the diversity and 
number of such projects taken on by Arlington Nursery. 

On May 19, 1979, Mrs. Dorothy Phillips Benson was awared the status of 
"Distinguished Nevadan" by the University of Nevada, Reno. The citation reads ... 

" .: 

"Nevadans are proud of the beauty of thei r state and Dorothy Phi 11 i ps 
Benson has contributed substantially to its beautification. 
Visitors to the UNR campus will enjoy the magnificent Benson Memorial 
Gardens near the planetarium for years because of her efforts. 
Not only did she donate the plants and contribute toward the maintenance 
of the garden, but she is often seen tending the garden herself. 
She has been actively involved in UNR's Arboretum Board which works to 
create a living museum of trees and flowers on campu£. 
She was born in Reno and graduated from UNR in 1936. 
She opened Arlington Nursery in 1946 and has been involved in many major
landscaping and irrigation projects in Western Nevada. 
Becal;)se of her special talents and generosity, she has given Nevada an 
outdoor artistry that generations will enjoy .... " 
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In 1979, Mrs. Benson donated to the Junior League of Reno, the 
site of Arlington Nursery and buildings to be preserved and maintained as a 
garden shopping mall and operated for the benefit of the many community and 
public interest projects which are supported by the Junior League. After modi­
fication to bring the Nursery buildings in line with City codes, Arlington 
Gardens opened in July, 1980 with over a dozen unique shops, a popular lunch 
restaurant and a setting of charm and character unequalled in Nevada. Inspired 
by the tradition set by Dorothy Phillips Benson, Arlington Gardens was now 
successfully launched as an important community center. Adjacent to and 
coupled with the quaint river rock ranch house on the corner of Arlington 
Avenue and Plumb Lane, Arlington Gardens remains a cheerful reminder of Reno 
in another era. 


