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Eurd:a, Nevada 18 one of the best preserved of Hevada's mining boom
tosms, During the 1880's this now quiettowm was second in importamce in
Hevgdg only to Virginie City.

Fureka's rich lesd and silver ore was discovered in 1:6l, but it was
not until 1865 ‘hat a new emelting process was found that could treat
the difficult ore and make it productive, Between these dates the area
was L‘otally deserted, Eureks became a boomtown in 1869 gnd soon had a
permanent population of about 8,000 people. Following the peak years of .
1871 to 1885 the mining, and thus the town, gradually declined. Eureks d

was a part of Lander County until 1873 when it separated and became
Eureka County,

The very gradual decline in the tewm's fortunes is primarily respong-
ible for the unusual state of preservation of the town. There wae slways
Just a 1ittle woney coming in to keep things in repesirj but not emough
money to tear down the old buildings and replace them with new ones,

The last of the mines closed in 1970. Eureka's mines ran for a re-
markable 101 years and totsl production was s omewhere between $135,000,000
and $160,000,00. The present t own, populstion aspproximately 350, survives
through ranching, agriculture, and being the Fureka County seat located

on a major ege:s country highway. Fureke is located on Highway 50 near
the intersection of MHiphways 50 and S1.

During the 1800's Fureka was Imown as the "Pittsburg of the West",
Thie niclkname cmme about beopuse of the heavy cloud of black smoke which
hung over the narrow canyon in which the town is situated. The omoke was
produced by the ten smelters of the townes The alr was so poisoned by the
smoke that the town was in danger. Ditches were dug up the canyon sides
and tall smokestacks lald in them to deliver the smoke high into the sir ‘
80 it could be blown gway by the wind. Huge slag heaps, resembling piles
of black glass, lle at either end of town marking the sites of the smelters.
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Bureka's slow start because of her difficult ore made it possible
for the town %o be laid out by a palr of surveyors before she began the
big boom time, The main street i1s very wide and straight end fronted by
well built Wrick and stone business buildings. Most of these are complete
including original interioras Some of the bulldings are in danger of dee
struction by time or owners who ¢an no longer meintain the buildings.

The lumber which was used t¢ build in Fureka came either from
California or the California border. Some of the buildings were moved
from other boom towns, The bricks ceme from 3 kilns near town. The stone,
of which most of the town's foundations and quite a few building are built,
is a locsl pink sandstones It is querried from the canyon walls near town.




Fureka, Nevada
General Deseription and page 2
Background of Community (cont.)

Fureka's side streets are filled with the small stone, frame and brick
homes which are typical of a mining boom town. There are s few large im-
pressive homea scattered over the town. One of the most beautiful of these
blg homes is siloustted against the desert sunsets each evenimng on one of the
canyon walls,

Remnsnts of old Fureka remain everywheres: an old horse-drawn buckboard
i8 sunken at its wheel hubs in & stable yerd, the intricate wrought-iron hand-
drawn fire carts of the voluniteer fire companies are locked in an old dance
hall, discarded mining and smelting equipment dots the landacape.

Several of the old Hotels are still in use with the original furnishings,
as is the beautiful brick Courthouse.

Twenty foot arched bricked tunnels with small arched rooms leading off
to dead ends are still found under the old "Fureka Hotel". There were several
of these intricately bricked tumnels to be found in boomtown Eurekaj though
their origin and use is a matter of mystery andcontroversy. Since the tunnels
were 30 close to the Chinese seotion they were thought to be opium dens or
meeting places.

The narrow guage Eureka-Palisade Railroad connected Fureka to the main
east-west rallroad line. There were several stage lines operating in and
around Eureka.

The Eureka Sentinel Newspaper has been published continuously since 1570.
There were also several other newapapers which failed over the years in the
town. The brick Sentinel publishing building is still standing and contains

mich of the originel equipment and o0ld handbills of entertainments are plastered
on the walls,

Several of the old blacksmith shops still stand, One of them contains all
of the orignial equipment for making wagon wheels and parts, stove pipes,
horseshoes, etec. '

The Eureka Opera House has shown such great attractions of the times as
Jermy Lind, Frank Boothe, brother of Jokn Wilkes Boothe, made the beginning
of a comeback in Eurek: after his brother killed President Lincoln, which
nearly ruined Frank's career as a dramatic actor.
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Fureka, Nevada
General Description and
Background of Community (cont) page 3

One of the Governors of Nevada, Reinhold Sadler, was a native of Fureka
and figured very strongly in the Fish Creek War of 1879. This "War" took
place just outside the town of Lureka and very thoroughly upset the town.

The conflict was bestween the smelter owners and the charcoal burners. The
charcoal burners were a group of several thousand Italian and S§pgs im-igrants
who engeged in burning wood from the hillsides surrounding the town and
making it into charcoal to fire the smelters of Fureka.

When the hills near the town were comnletelv denuded of the wood for
hurning, the charcoal burne~s had to go further and further from town to get
the wood. This made the cost of charcoal a point of contention. To a great
rxtent the charcoal burners did not speak English andmost of them had never
been to town at all. This made ¢ ommunication difficult. The =smelter owners
at this time wanted to lower the price of charcoal as the lead market was
declining. The charcoal burners went on strike and refused to have their
charcoal moved from the hills., After a few minor skirmishes, with no shots
fired, & posse from town went toward one of the burnercawps and killed a few
of the charcoal burners. No one in the posse was injured. The charges
against the members of the posse were dropped. There are still descendents
of the charcoal burners in Fureka and feelings run high when the "War" is
mentioned.
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state of preservetion, The late 19th century
has a very d¢ifforent {laver from the rest of the

rich snd roaring time is preso-ved in precent day Bureka, Neveds. ldstory
can come alive to those who got % sae the inside of the Hureka Opere
House, The feoling of stom-ing, chearing winers in the borseshoe shaped
baloony can still be felts One oan well imagine the everydey 1ife, the
drudgery and expitement of the 1380%'s, The ore strikes, the fires and
floods, the gunfiphts, reciel prejudices, masked dalls °, water shortages,
the homes made of flattened tin cane, mortarless hend hewn stone, or

of redwood brought fron the Cplifornia coast, these thinge wore real in
Purekes and left a mork. Fureka io eigpificant bvecsuse here Matory was,
and le, alive.

The following are some of the major points of interest in Eurelka:

TANRRITLL CARTH » The log Temmohill cabin is located on the edge of town
and 418 reputed to he the first permanomt bullding in Tureka, The logs
ate of p dipmeter of up to 107, T¢ consiste of one room and hes » shingls
reof, Tm the hille there are no more loge of this sise to be found ae
the chargoal burners used them for fuel for a distance of S0 rmilos frow
Fureks ia every direction,

SELTER &77ES « Thore are 10 known smelter sites $n the tSown of Murcka.
The smlte-o2 and the larger omasolidated mines were owmed ty compenies
in Pngland, There are niles of rusting iron swkestacks and eguipment
%o be found near the slag huaps. The dlsg hesps cover bhotwesn 1 and S
pores sach and ook lite 30 feet piles of broken bleck glass, With the
ore that wsn extracted in these mrmelters, iurelis ocncec:niyrolled the lesd
markot of the entire world,

JADLIR HOU T « HMade of red brick, the two story fAsinhold Sedler house
vas one of the many twildings which were connected Ly underground turmels,
The 200 Poot tunnel from the Tadler house wmected to the main stroet
businass socticon, Rolnhold Sadler wes a contract teanster who hauled
charcoal from tha mountein charcoal haming ca-pe $o the Fureks smelters.
Ho wan olected (overmor of Newsds in 1090, This lome 1@ very large in

The reel significonce of the toun of Zurelta im hor near perfect
n the vestern United “tates
worlde A lot of that

s

comparisoen to the average one or two ravm toom town home.




Specific Descriptions (cont) page 2

NOB HILL FIRE HOUSE - Though this firehouse now locks only like g weathcred
gray wooden bdilding, it wes one of the social centers of Eureka when it was
proudly erected. There 9 of these Fire Companies. Yach had a different
section of town to protect. The front of this building contained one of the
gaily painted hand drawn firececarts. The fire cartis were made of intricately
curled wroght iron and had the name of the fire c ompany painted on them. The
back of the firehouse held the ®Fire lleetings" during which the fire comnany
drank beer amxi played cards.

Each fire company had a large bell which they rang during a fire te call
their members. Fach bell had a different tene so svoryone would know who was
calling. Two of these hells are now in front of the Courthouse.

When there finally was a fire, several of the Fire Comnanies would mce
each other for the honor of putting it ocut. If two of them arrived simultan-
eously, there was a big arguement as to who got to fight the fire. Thres
of the hand fire carts are now being stored in the cld dance hall,

In order to tuy uniforms and etc., the fire c¢cmpaniss competed with each
other to provide entertainment for the town. One of the biggest events of
each year wag the Masked Ball given on New Years Ive by the Rescue Hose Conmpany.

COLONNADE HCTEL -« This large brick bullding started as the home of the Italian
Renevolent Socliety. Upstairs there were meeting rooms and the downstairs was
a home. This building was connected to the FEureka Hotel o cross the street

by a twenty foot high bricked $tunnel. The tunnel'!s use is unknown.

CATHOLIC CHURCH -~ The original church was built in 1871 snd proved inadequate.
The present native stone church was built in 1874 at a cost of $5,000. It
has been in continuous use since 187L.

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH - This church was organized and built in 187h. It is
built in the style of the New ¥ngland churches. The building is of frame
construction. A collection was taken up to have a bell cast for the church.
So much silver was collected that the extra silver was cast into the bell.
This bell now stands next to the Presbyterian Church. When rung the bell has
a leovely and unigue tone.

GRAVFYARDS « In and immediately around Fureks there are many cemetariest
Jewlsh, Catholic, Chinese, (Odd Fellows and Pythians, City, asonic, Schwamb
(a mortician nsmed Schwamb's private cemetary), a Pest Cemetary for victims
of plague type diseases such as smallpox and diptheria, and many Indian
burial gounds.

The graveyards are typical of those filledduring the hoom times in Nevada,

The markers are of every kind and description. There a-e carvedwoden fences,
ailvered by the llevada sun and winds; simple wooden crosses or markers with
their carving nearly gonej wrought iron fences enclosing single graves or
family plots, hcmemade sandstone markers, tall marble pillars, or a simple
rectangle of unwortared bricks.




Bureka, Nevgda
Specific Description (cont) page 3

In one of the cemetaries there i3 g small double walled wooden cabin. It
was the burial place of a young wife who developed an incurable disease.
During her illness she was terribly frightened of being buried under the
ground. She made her husband promise to btury her above the ground. The
cabin was the result. The cabin's dor now hangs askew and glims shut in

the wind. The body was removed many years after the young womsn's death and
taken to Reno. One wonders if the promise was kept?. Most of the graveyards
are overgrown with weeds and cho‘igd with sagebrush.

ZADOW HOUSE « The Zadow house was originally built for one of the mine managers.
It is built of white painted redwood, It is typical of the Victorian era of
American buildingj with bay windows, gingerbread decoration, and a white
pillared porch. Many homes of this type were burned in the fires which swept
Tureka during her most, prespsrous times,

EPISCOPAL CHURCH = This is Fureka's first permanent church, built in 1871,

The first services of the Fpiscopal Church in Eureka were held in the Antelope
Resteurant, a tent. This lovely little church managed to survive the dis-
asterous fires, though it stood right in their way. At the back of the church,
high over the alter, there is a L foot opeining for a round window. It is
sealed off, The side windows of the church are tall and narrowj they are
rounded at the top with a pesk at the center. The church is nestled sgainsat

a canyon wall. Her bell site high on the hill behind her.

RUINEFD CHURCH « This building would surely have been the largest of Fureka's
churches, however it was never finished for lack of funds, It is thought
that it was tobs the Methodist-Episcopal Church. The building is built of
native sandstone. The exterior was finished, but the interior was not.

STONE WAREHOUSE « This building iz notable for her stone work. The huge stone
blocks were cut to fit without chinking or mortar. The building still has
the 8 foot iron shutters to close over the front windows. These shutters
were required by the fire insurance companies or no fire insurance coverage
would be issued. Several dilldings in town still have these shutters, end
some are still clesed each night.

EUREXKA FOUNTAIN BUILDING - Once g drug store, this main street btuilding
contains one of the beautiful old pressed tin ceilings. The designs were
pressed into a sheet of tim, painted several colors, then applied to the
ceiling and/or sides of the interior of the structure. Though the ceiling
has never been repainted, the colors are clsar and lovely. Many of these
ceilings remain in town, however this is the only one which has never been
painted out,




fureka, Nevada
Specific Description (cont) page L

PAXTON AID @©. BANK - Located on Main Street, this is now the home of the

Cold Bar. Paxton and Co. Bank was Ffureka's first bank, Contained inside the
bank was a large fireproof vault. Inside the vault were brass safety deposit
boxes. The vault has an arched ceiling of brick snd a walk-in iron door. The
interesting thing about the present Cold Bar is that the original vault is
inside the building in original condition. The bank had a chance to prove

148 claim that the vault was lireprocf two times. The entire side of town
containing the bhank burned tc the ground, leaving only tho vault, The bank
was rebuilt around the vault, FEighteen months later the identicel area burned,
again. The only thing left standing was the vault, uninjureds Once more

the bank wags built around the vault. The bank closed, but the vault stands.

BRICK STORES = There are a palr of brick store buildings on the main street.
They are clogsed - the brick work on the pair 1s very well done and the iron

shutters are intact, They are two stories high and one contains an elevator
from the basement to the sscond story. These stores are tiypical of the main
strest in Fureka'’s hevyday. There were many of the same type which have now

been stuccoed over.

BROWY HOTEL « This operating hotel was built 4n 1877. The name was the Jackson
House, It wasifamous as the only fireproof hotel in Nevada. It has since
proved its clainm of being fireproof. It has two stories and a basement and
originally had a white belcony sround the front and one side. Tt is huilt

of red brick.

OPFRA HOUSE « This impoging building was started in 1379 as a Labor Union Hall.
The Labor Union went on strike during constructicn and ran out of funds, The
incomplete bullding was sold and c omnleted by the new owners as an Opera House,
The floor is made of a special shock absorbing material as a dance area. It
is said that you could dance all night without getting sore feet. There is a
horsehsoe shaped balcony over the maln floor., The seats on both floors were
of the type known now as tavern chalrs, very muech like a captains chair. C(me
man was employed full time to keep the chairs in repalr. The stage scenery
was hand paintod in Italy. They were made of six tall canvases on wooden
frames and hinged together. Many of the famous artists of the 1800's were

seen here, among them Jemy Lind and Frank Boothe. The Cpera House is silent
NOWs

COURT HOUSE = Built by the contractors who alse built the Opera House and
the Sentinel Building, the Court MHouse was and is the pride of the town.
Puilt in 1879, the new courthouse was added to the old jJail building. The
original jail is still in use, The architecture is of the Renaissance stvle,
with a small amount of Victorian gingeriread trim, There is a small white
balcony on the front of the bullding, which is built of locally made red
brick with white trim. The Court House is two stories tall, the second
story contalning the hupe court-room.




Fureka, Nevada
Specifie Description (cont) page 5

The judge's bench in the courtroom is made of imported Spanish ecedar. The
original judge's chair is still there as is the L foot clock which tells the
time, day, month, end yesr. The two stories of the gourthouse are joined
by an impressive woden banistered stalrway. Two of the original walk-in
safes are still being used. The doors are 6 inches thick iron with lovely
summer scenes painted on them. There are two bullet holes in the first
floor wainscotting where shots were fired after a fleeing prisoner in 1900.

SENTINEL BUILDING - Built in 1879, this historic building houses the original
presses of the Eureks Sentinel Newspaper. The Sentinel Building 1a two
stories high and bullt of native sandstone and brick., It was erected after
one of the town fires burned 211 but the fireproof portion of the newspaper
offices The fireproof part of the building was so irntensley hot that wet
blankets were thrown over the backs of the printers during the fire zo that
the paper could be put out on schedule,

The contractors had gone on strike on the Court House project, so the new
Sentinel Building wes erected while the builders weited for the strike to be
settled. The downstairs press room is plastered with hendbilla of the 1830's
amouncing at/ractions at the Opera House, pattent medicine shows, and stores
which received &8 shipment of potatoes in midwinter.
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