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print File> " Gold Hill __ Landmarks," NHS.
21. Print File, "Gold Hill   Landmarks," NHS.
22. U.S. Department of the Interior, National Park Service, HAER, ID Nos. 22, 23.
23. Print File, "Dayton   Churches, Episcopal," NHS.
24. HAER, ID Nos. 10, 11, 13, 14, 15. Among the three commercial buildings destroyed, the 

two-story brick Dayton Station Building and the adjoining, one-story, frame American 
Bar were irreplaceable losses.

25. Richnak, Silver Hillside, 159-62; David W. Toll, The Compleat Nevada Traveler (Gold 
Hill, Nev.: Gold Hill Publishing Company, 1985).
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Block/Lot
4/1
22/9
23/1A
23/2
23/3-4
23/9
23/1 1A,B
24/1
24/9
24/5
24/9
24/10
24/11
24/12A.B
25/1
25/3A,B,C
25/8A,B,C
25/9A
25/9B
25/10
27/6-7
43/13-14
43-18
43/19
43/20
43/21A
44/7A
44/9
44/12
44/13
44/15
44/19-21.21A
44/24
44/25
44/26
45/1-2
45/3
45/4
45/6
45/8
45/9

CONTRIBUTING
VIRGINIA CITY

Building
Turney House
Gallagher House
Jacobsen House
Gladding House
Beaupre House
Avansino House
Rodhouse House
Andrews House
Andrews House
Addison House
Andrews House
Garner House
Avansino House
McNeilley House
Byrne House
Girardo House
Girardo House
Cormany House
Harrington House
Murdock House
Christiansen House
Hilton House
Colbert House
Hill House
Weeks House
Colletti House
Turney House
Bromund Art Gallery
Johnson House
Hubbard House
Viani House
Varga House
Garner House
Bowers House
Sappenfield House
Crider House
Marks Shed
Marks House
Abel House
Howard House
Jones House

Name
Current
Current
Current
Current
Current
Current
Current
Current
Current
Current
Current
Current
Current
Current
Current
Current
Current
Current
Current
Current
Current
Current
Current
Current
Current
Current
Current
Current
Current
Current
Current
Current
Current
Current
Current
Current
Current
Current
Current
Current
Current
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Section number 16

46/3 Eaton House Current 
46/4A Girardo House Current 
46/4E Residence Current 
46/4F Daniels House Current 
46/4G Residence Current 
65/1 Hungry Miner Restaurant Current 
65/3 Girardo House Current 
65/5 Fisher House Current 
65/9 Hess Shed Current 
65/10 Hess House Current 
65/11A Greenhalgh House Current 
65/1 IB McBride House Current 
65/12 Marks House Current 
65/15 Cosentino House Current 
66/10 Storey County Medical Clinic Current 
67/4 Powell Shed Current 
67/8-12 Virginia & Truckee Freight Depot Current 
73/6 Kiechler House Current 
77/1 Shed Current 
79/1,1 A Sanders House Current 
79/1B Water Tank Historic 
80/4 Marshall House Current 
81/1 Williams House Historic 
81/9-10, 16 Hancock House Historic 
82/9-10 Schafer Current 
83/1A Sharon/Deveney House Historic 
83/1B Buckner House Historic 
83/1C Sullivan House Historic 
83/4 Erickson House Historic 
83/6 Kowalsky Current 
83/8-9 Corcoran House Historic 
83/11 Miners Union Hall Historic 
83/12 Moran Building Historic 
83/13 Knights of Pythias Building Historic 
83/17-22 Pipers Opera House Historic 
84/1 Empire Meat Market Historic 
84/6-7 Longbranch Saloon Historic 
84/8A Wild West Museum Current 
84/8B Wild West Shed Current 
84/9 Wild West Souvenirs Current 
84/10 Silver Stope Current 
84/11 Virginia City Trading Post Current 
84/17 Silver Queen/Old Time Photo Shop Current 
84/18-19 Silver Queen Current 

	Molinelli's Hotel Historic
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84/20

85/3
85/4A
85/5
85/7
85/11
86/9
86/12
91/1A.1B
92/7
100/1
100/2
100/6
100/7A
100/7B
101/5-7
101/9
101/10-12
101/13
101/14
102/1
102/3-4
102/8
102/9A,9B
102/13
102/15
103/4-10
103/8
103/17
103/21
103/25
103/27
104/1
104/10
104/11

104/13
104/14

104/17A
104/17B
104/18
104/20A
104/20B

Odd Fellows Hall
Grandma's Fudge Factory
Yesterday & Today
Union Brewery Saloon
Brass Rail Saloon
The Forge
Silver Dollar Hotel
V&T RR Locomotive No. 27
Shed
Hathaway Shed
Virginia City Electric Company
Larson House
Savage House
Lankey Shed
Lankey House
Goodman House
Rising House
Chamberlain Shed
Shields House
King Mansion
Corbett House
Piper/Clegg House
Harris House
McDonald House
O'Brien House
Meacham House
Flanagan House
Storey County Courthouse
Hose House
Wilson/Gallagher House
Wilson/Gallagher House
Wilson/Gallagher House
Wilson/Benner House
Sawdust Gift Shop
Delta Gift Shop
Telephone Exchange
Eilley Orrum's Antiques
Visitors Bureau
Roos Brothers Clothing
Palace Emporium
Palace Saloon
White House Boarding House
Calamity Janes Ice Cream Parlor
Red's Old Fashioned Candies
Mark Twain's Saloon

Historic
Current
Current
Historic
Current
Current
Current
Historic
Current
Current
Current
Current
Current
Current
Current
Current
Historic
Current
Historic
Historic
Historic
Historic
Historic
Current
Current
Historic
Current
Historic
Historic
Historic/Current
Historic/Current
Historic/Current
Historic/Current
Historic
Current
Historic
Current
Current
Historic
Current
Current
Historic
Current
Current
Current
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104/21
104/24

104/26
105/1
105/2-3
105/10

105/12A
105/12-13
105/14
105/16
105/3,4A
106/3B
106/4B
106/9
106/10
107/1
107/2
107/5-6
108/6
108/8
125/6*
125/8-9

126/1-5
127/2

128/2 A
129/1A,1B
129/2
129/3
130/1A
130/3
130/4
132/4
133/4
133/5
136/1
142/17A
142/17B
142/21A
142/24
143/29-31
143/32

Lazy Burro Gift Shop
Gilig & Mott Hardware
Red Garter Saloon
Crystal Bar
Bucket of Blood Saloon
Bucket of Blood Saloon
Territorial Enterprise
Mark Twain Museum
Glass Blowers Workshop
Rocky Mountain Chocolate Factory
Sazerac Saloon
Black & Howell Building
Residence
Gavazzi Shed
Gavazzi House
Tannahill House
Grant House
Residence
Barton Shed
Glasscock House
Burkhardt House
St. Paul's Episcopal Church
Storey County Firehouse
Virginia & Truckee Railcar
Virginia City Chamber of Commerce
Storey County Elementary School
St. Mary's in the Mountains
Catholic Church
Langman House
Brown House
Benner House
Pecoraro House
Salmon House
McCarthy House
Loper House
Obester Shed
Abbott House
Bella House
Beaupre Shed
Flanagan House
Martinez House
Flanagan House
Residence
Storey County Barn
Karrasch House

Current
Historic
Current
Historic
Current
Current
Historic
Current
Current
Current
Current
Historic
Current
Current
Current
Current
Current
Current
Current
Current
Current
Historic
Current
Historic
Current
Historic
Historic

Current
Current
Current
Current
Current
Current
Current
Current
Current
Current
Current
Current
Current
Current
Current
Current
Current
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143/39 A
143/42
143/43
143/45
143/49
143/50
144/1
144/2
144/3-5
144/5B
144/9
144/10
144/11
144/12
144/13
144/14
144/14A
144/15A
144/15B
144/16B
144/16B,C
144/17
144/20
144/21-22
144/23-25
144/26
144/27
144/28A
144/28B
144/29
145/16
145/18
146/3
146/4
146/10A,B

148/1
148/7-8
148/9A
148/9B
148/9C
149/12
149/13
154/2-3
173/9
173/13A.B
173/14

Water Company Building
Cole Mansion
Schafer House
Dressier House
The Castle
Residence
Ponderosa Saloon/Sharon House
McGrath Grocery
Old Washoe Club
Graham House
Sundance Saloon
Pioneer Emporium
Virginia City Market
Old Time Photo
Museum of Wax
Tahoe House
White Shed
Turquoise Shop
Hole in the Wall
Riata Gallery
Lammors Variety Shop
First Presbyterian Church
Gallagher House
Gallagher House
Gallagher House
Gallagher House
Gallagher House
Gallagher Shed
Gallagher House
Gallagher House
Pera House
Martin House
Silva House
Silva Shed
Gould & Curry Mining Office/
Mackay Mansion
Herron House
Turlin House
Carr Shed
Carr Shed
Carr House
Gunkel House
Del Carlo House
Curran Shed
Rule House
Edith Palmer's County Inn
Kenawell House

Historic
Historic
Current
Current
Historic
Current
Current
Historic
Historic
Current
Current
Current
Current
Current
Current
Historic
Current
Current
Current
Current
Historic
Historic
Current
Current
Current
Current
Current
Current
Current
Current
Current
Current
Current
Current
Historic

Current
Current
Current
Current
Current
Current
Current
Current
Current
Historic
Current
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Section number

175/1E
175/1A
175/1F
175/10-11
176/1
176/2
176/14
179/5
194/2
194/3
194/4
194/6
196/1
196/5-6
196/10A,B
197/1-4,7
198/1-2,3,6
198/6

205/3-4
206/3-4
206/5-4
206/6
206/8
206/9
206/9-10
206/12-13
206/15
207/2
322-325/1

322-325/1
179/10
MS-39
MS-33

Morgan House
Nevin House
McNaught House
Savage Mansion
Voorhies House
Shelley House
Tannahill House
Graham House
Washoe Boarding House
Elkin House
LeFevre House
Petrini House
Shed
Residence
Residence
Arizona Comstock Mill Structures
Arizona Comstock Mill Structures
Changing Room/Arizona Comstock
Mine
Fourth Ward School
Residence
Zalac House
Shryver Shed
Gladding Property
Shed
Shed
Chollar-Potosi Mine Office
Residence
Residence
St. Mary's Hospital Wash and
Steam Room
St. Mary's Hospital
Arizona Comstock Mill
Combination Shaft
Hale and Norcross Trestle

Current
Historic
Historic
Historic
Current
Current
Current
Current
Historic
Current
Historic
Current
Current
Current
Current
Historic
Historic
Historic

Historic
Current
Current
Current
Current
Current
Current
Historic
Current
Current
Historic

Historic
Historic
Historic
Historic
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CONTRIBUTING 
THE DIVIDE

Inventory No.

VC-153
VC-265
VC-262
VC-261
VC-263
VC-266
VC-271,272
VC-275
VC-274,276

GH-8
GH-179
GH-9
GH-178
GH-10
GH-11
GH-12
GH-176
GH-18
GH-122,123,170,175
GH-19
GH-21
GH-20,22,172,173,174
GH-130
GH-133
GH-132,171
GH-136
GH-135
GH-139
GH-182
GH-142

Building

Antunovich House 

Conde House

Store Ruins 
Solaga House

Gilbert Rental Property

Ballander House 

Wegman House

Miller/Hansen House 
Kolsch House 
Learn House

Johansson House

Spargo House
Storey County Water Co.

Pickett House 
Wesner House

Name

Current

Current

Current 
Current

Current

Current 

Current

Current 
Current 
Current

Current

Current 
Current

Current 
Current

Current 

Current 

Historic
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Inventory No.
GH-13
GH-168
GH-14
GH-121
GH-16
GH-165, 166,167
GH-17
GH-147
GH-26
GH-27
GH-148,149,150
GH-28
GH-106
GH-30
GH-102
GH-31
GH-32
GH-161
GH-33
GH-100
GH-34
GH-35
GH-36
GH-99
GH-37
GH-38
GH-97
GH-39
GH-40
GH-41
GH-44
GH-48
GH-50,51, 185,52
GH-54
GH-155, 156,157
GH-59
GH-57,58,60,62,70,159
GH-77

CONTRIBUTING
GOLD HILL

Building
Larson House

Sharp House

Foot/Zalac House

Johnson House

Virginia & Truckee RR Depot
Davis House

Bank of California
Building
Cleaves House

Vesey's Hotel/Gold Hill Hotel
Blue House

Boarding House, Gold Hill
Brewery
Bowers House
Carr House
Gray House

Gold Hill School House
Lynch House

Toll House
Gorman House
Blacksmith Tool Shed
Pinkston House
Pinkston House
New York Mine
Dufresne House

Con Chollar

Sutro Tunnel Coalition Bldg.

Name
Historic

Historic

Historic

Current

Historic
Historic

Historic

Current

Historic
Current

Historic

Current
Current
Current

Historic
Historic

Current
Historic
Historic
Current
Current
Historic
Current

Historic

Current
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GH-84 Hoskins/Hess House Historic
GH-83,85
GH-89-96 Crown Point Mill Historic
GH-98 Shryver Building Current
GH-110 Yellow Jacket Mine Historic
GH-11, 112,163, 186,187
GH-115 Holman House Historic
GH-152 Storey County Hose House Historic
GH-154 Keystone Headframe Historic
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Inventory No.
SC-5
SC-10
SC-14
SC-15
SC-12
SC-16
SC-17
SC-19
SC-157
SC-21
SC-24
SC-25
SC-26
SC-27
SC-28
SC-29
SC-31
SC-33
SC-34
SC-32
SC-36
SC-182
SC-37,143
SC-141,142
SC-38
SC-39
SC-146
SC-40
SC-148, 133, 134,135
SC-41
SC-185,186
SC-42
SC-43
SC-223
SC-44
SC-190,191
SC-45
SC-136,244
SC-46
SC-137
SC-47
SC-130,218,219

CONTRIBUTING
SILVER CITY

Building
Crouch House
Assay Office
Donovan Garage
Donovan House

Herron House
Muckle House
Bennett House

Daumen House
Rose House
McNamara House
Young House
Silver City House Co. No. 1
Maximova House
Silver City Post Office
Masonic Hall
Golden Gate Cafe
Hardwicke House Bed and
Breakfast
Crandall House

Crouch Rental Property

Young Building
Stevens House

Old Silver City Church

Seelinger House

Silver City School
Hillman House

De Crona House

Rockin' Chair Trading Post

Herron House

Bennetts House

Name
Current
Current
Current
Historic

Current
Historic
Current

Current
Current
Current
Current
Historic
Current
Current
Historic
Historic
Current

Current

Current

Current
Current

Current

Current

Historic
Current

Current

Current

Current

Current
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SC-48
SC-50
SC-109, 110,111
SC-54
SC-53,92,93,94,94
SC-55
SC-66-88
SC-134,135,168
SC-97
SC-96,98,99,206
SC-100
SC-108
SC-116,114,115
SC-118
Sc-1 17,237
SC-139
SC-138,140a,140b
SC-144
SC-152
SC-153
SC-155
SC-154
SC-159,160
SC-167
SC-242
SC-222
SC-229,239
SC-238,241
SC-231
SC-127

Elston House
Kendall House

Cobbey House
,205,240

Weber House
Dayton Mill

Jackson Mill/Donovan Mill

Trench Mill
Pedlar House
"No Damn Reason" House
Wilson Rental Cabin

Santos House

Crouch Rental House
Victor House

Kitchner House

Adobe Houses
Water Tank

Golden Gate Theatre
Vonderheide Twin Silver
Property
Lawseth House

Current
Current

Current

Current
Historic

Historic

Historic
Historic
Current
Current

Current

Current
Current

Current

Current
Current

Current
Current

Current
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Section number 26

Inventory No.
DA-4
DA-126,216
DA-5
DA-6
DA-178,224
DA-7
DA-177
DA-8
DA-12
DA-203
DA-16
DA-204
DA-18a
DA-85,87,88,209,210
DA-18b
DA-86
DA-19
DA-115,116,213,217
DA-20
DA-21
DA-114,195
DA-22
DA-113,194
DA-23
DA-118
DA-24
DA-117,214
DA-25
DA-27

DA-28
DA-29
DA-31
DA-212
DA-32
DA-106
DA-34
DA-104,223
DA-36

CONTRIBUTING
DAYTON

Building
Nieri House

Bluestone Building
Johnson/Parriott House

Dayton Public School

Carriage House
End of the Trail
Restaurant & Saloon
Odeon Hall

De Witt House
,211

Mineral Rapids Restaurant

Burke House

Sbragia House
Smith House

Smith House

Smith House

Vanous House

Fox Hotel Building
Dutch Knotts Antiques
Express
Union Hotel
Fischer Building
Union Market

Meyer Building

Stotts House

Dayton Firehouse

Name
Current

Historic
Current

Historic

Historic
Current

Historic

Current

Current

Current

Current
Current

Current

Current

Current

Historic
Current

Historic
Historic
Historic

Historic

Current

Historic
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DA-37
DA-39 
DA-40
DA-59,61,62,225,226 
DA-41 
DA063
DA-42 
DA-60,222 
DA-43 
DA-66
DA-51 
DA-52 
DA-53 
DA-58

DA-75
DA-89 
DA-94 
DA-205,207 
DA-112 
DA-150
DA-149,188

St. Anne's Catholic Church
Dayton High School 
Scott House

Leslie Hay Barn

Quilici House 

Como Mining Office

WPA Camp Building 
WPA Camp Building 
WPA Camp Building 
Teegarden/Tennant Rental 
House
Morton House
Teegarden Garage 
Walmsley House

Morton Building 
Murdock House

Current
Historic 
Current

Historic

Historic 

Current

Historic 
Historic 
Historic 
Current

Current
Current 
Current

Current 
Current
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Block/Lot
23/1
23/1B
23/1C
23/5A,B
23/6
23/7
24/6
24/7
25/5-6
26/5
26/6-7
26/10-11
27/3
27/4
27/5
30/10
43/1
43/2-3
43/5
43/16B
43/16A
15/5
44/7
44/11A
44/11B
46/2
46/4D
47/1
47/2
47/4
47/5
47/6
47/7
49/2
66/8-9
66/11-14
68/1
73/1
76/6

NONCONTRIBUTING
VIRGINIA CITY

Building
Wolf House
Jacobsen House
Jacobsen House
Yoder House
Rosso House
Avansino House
Seskin House
Anderson House
Seymore House
Virginia City Gas Station
Motel Buildings
Residence
Martinez House
Giuffra House
Karno House
Concrete foundation
Amsler House
Amsler House
Sappenf ield House
Shed
Corn House

Garrett House
Sappenfield House
Greenlund House
Kick House

Rudnick House
Residence
Urban House
Urban House
Warren House
Avansino House
Storey County Swimming Pool
Storey County Fire House
The Way It Was Museum
Shed
Allison House

Name
Current
Current
Current
Current
Current
Current
Current
Current
Current
Current
Current
Current
Current
Current
Current
Current
Current
Current
Current
Current
Current

Current
Current
Current
Current

Current
Current
Current
Current
Current
Current
Current
Current
Current
Current
Current



NFS Form 10-900-*

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet

OMB Apprwul No. 10244018

Section number 29

73/3
74/4
75/1A-1B
76/2
80/5
82/1
82/15A
82/15B
83/14-16
84/2
84/4
84/12-13
85/1
85/2
85/4B
85/4C
85/8-10
85/12

91/3-7
100/4
100/9
101/3A,3B
101/17
103/2|
104/2-9
105/11
105/13
105/15
106/1
107/7
107/8
108/1-2
108/4-5
108/3
109/1
110/2
110/3
110/4
110/5
110/7
111/5
111/8
112/2

Peterson House
Thrift House
Ayers House
Simons House
Shed
Gladding House
Shed
Holloway House
Park Gazebo
Comstock Assay Office Addition
Western Wocdcrafters
Virginia City Mall
Ingram House
Old Virginia Shooting Gallery
Solid Muldoon
Wagners Carpentry Shop
Bonanza
Julia C. Bulette Saloon
and Cafe
Building Complex
Smith House
Goodman Shed
Fruehill House
McBride Shed
Piper House
Delta Saloon
Grants General Store Museum
Comstock Bandito
Buffalo Sweet Shop
Valley Bank
Del Carlo House
Clark House
Bouvier House
Koch House
Shed
Petrini House
Young House
Campbell House
Curtis House
Griffin House
Shed
Shed
Curtis House
McBride House

Current
Current
Current
Current
Current
Current
Current
Current
Current
Current
Current
Current
Current
Current
Current
Current
Current
Current

Current
Current
Current
Historic
Current
Historic
Historic
Current
Current
Current
Current
Current
Current
Current
Current
Current
Current
Current
Current
Current
Current
Current
Current
Current
Current
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112/7 
125/1-2

125/3-9 
128/2B 
128/3-4 
130/1B 
130/2A,2B
131/1
131/5A-5B
132/5
133/3
134/4
136/5
137/1
140/1
141/1
142/18
142/19
142/21A
142/21B
143/33
143/33-35
143/39B
143/48A
143/48B
144/6-8
144/18
144/25
144/30
145/3-8
145/14
146/6-8,8A
146/10C,10D
147/1
147/2
148/2
149/3
149/4
149/5
149/5B
149/6
149/8

Brooks House 
Nevada Bank/ 
Mark Twain's Museum of 
Memories 
Storey County Auditorium 
Shed 
Young House 
Maiks House 
Chc botov Hosue
Mui
Mil
Obe
Anc
Thi
Bea
Clo
Hes

kovich House
Ler House
ster House
erson House
stle House
upre House
wers House
s Current

Baxter House
Flanagan House
Martinez House
Flanagan House
Penderson House
Pioneer Livery
Shed
Shed
Hansen House
Hansen House
U.S . Post Office
Custers Market
Shed
Glowers Shed
Wagon Wheel Restaurant
Seeger House
Storey County High School
Kielbaugh House
Clouatre House
Virginia & Truckee RR Terminal
Tanner House
Tordoff House
Fullace House
Walling House
Heins House
Boyd House
Shed

Current 
Historic

Current 
Historic 
Current 
Current 
Current 
Current
Current
Current
Current
Current
Current
Current
Current
Current
Current
Current
Current
Current
Current
Current
Current
Current
Current
Current
Current
Current
Current
Current
Current
Current
Current
Current
Current
Historic
Current
Current
Current
Current
Current
Current
Current
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149/10
150/1
150/2
150/6
150/13
150/14
150/15
151/1
151/2
151/3
151/4
151/5
151/7
152/1
152/1B
152/2
152/3
152/4
152/5
152/6
152/12A,B
153/1
153/7
155/11
156/2
156/3
157/1
173/15
174/14A
174/14B
174/15
174/16
175/1B
175/1C
175/6
175/14
176/11-12
177/13
177/14
194/1A,1B
194/7A
195/1
207/4
321/1
321/2

Alien House 
Reid House 
Reid House 
Antunovich House 
Pratt House 
Pyatt House 
Pyatt House 
Residence 
Butler House 
Residence 
Residence 
McArthur House 
Speers House 
Pourks House 
Maynard House 
Cox House 
Randall House 
Pendleton House 
Bartaglia House 
Shorter House 
McNeilly House 
Michalica House 
Larson House 
Marks House 
Jones House 
Evans House 
O'Conner House 
Kenawell House 
Werrin House 
Lyon House 
Sugarloaf Motel 
Sugarloaf Motel 
Shed 
Shed
Colletti House 
Del Carlo House 
Del Carlo House 
Wynn House 
Boggs House 
Sugarloaf Motel 
Fisher House 
Commercial Building 
Reinheller House 
Sandbeck House 
Echevarria House

Current 
Current 
Current 
Current 
Current 
Current 
Current 
Current 
Current 
Current 
Current 
Current 
Current 
Current 
Current 
Current 
Current 
Current 
Current 
Current 
Current 
Current 
Current 
Current 
Current 
Current 
Current 
Current 
Historic 
Current 
Current 
Current 
Current 
Current 
Current 
Current 
Current 
Current 
Current 
Current 
Current 
Current 
Current 
Current 
Current
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321/5
321/6
48/1

142/19
142/21B

Owens House
Moore House
Storey County Senior Citizens
Center
Martinez House
Penderson House

Current
Current
Current

Current
Current
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VC-251
VC-252,254 
VC-253 
VC-255
VC-256
VC-257
VC-258
VC-259,260 
VC-267
VC-268
VC-269
VC-270
VC-273
VC-277
GH-124 
GH-125
GH-126 
GH-127
GH-128
GH-129
GH-131 
GH-134 
GH-137
GH-138
GH-140 
GH-141
GH-144,143 
GH-180 
GH-183

NONCONTRIBUTING
THE DIVIDE

Building 
Petrini House
Comstock Motel 
Nevada Bell Building 
Sewell House

Herman House

Virginia City Motel

Magistral! House 
Bacus House
Lynch House 
White House
Ramirez House
Jordan Hosue
Horning House 
Kuffner/Wallof House 
Pearson House
Yahne House
Fain Office Building 
Fain Rental House
State of Nevada Storage 
Building

Name
Current
Current 
Current 
Current

Current

Current

Current 
Current
Current 
Current
Current
Current
Current 
Current 
Current
Current
Current 
Current
Current 
Current
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GH-15 
GH-169,H5 
GH-24 
GH-184
GH-25
GH-113,114 
GH-29 
GH-43
GH-160
GH-45 
GH-82
GH-46
GH-55 
GH-56
GH-71
GH-49
GH-73
GH-72
GH-74
GH-75
GH-76

GH-78

GH-81 
GH-79
GH-87 
GH-86
GH-101
GH-105 
GH-116
GH-117
GH-118,119,120 
GH-146 
GH-151 
GH-153 
GH-162
GH-181

NONCONTRIBUTING
GOLD HILL

Building 
Dowling/Greiner House

Markley House

Blair House

Gold Hill Mercantile Bldg.

Shryver's Cabin

Toll House
Cabin In The Sky 
Halliwell House

Sutro Tunnel Coalition
Rental Property 
Sutro Tunnel Coalition
Rental Property 
Shryver Building

Hess Storage Building

Maynard Station Tavern 
Charlton House

Storey County Hose House 
Gingerich Building 
Storey County Hose House 
Parsons House

Name
Historic 

Historic

Current

Current

Current

Current
Current 
Current

Current

Current

Current

Current

Current 
Current

Current 
Current 
Current 
Current
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NONCONTRIBUTING 
SILVER CITY

Inventory No.
SC-2
SC-1
SC-4
SC-7
SC-6,9
SC-11
SC-18
SC-20
SC-156
SC-30
SC-35
SC-56
SC-90,91
SC-57
SC-58
SC-52
SC-59
SC-161,162,184
SC-60
SC-61
SC-151
SC-63
SC-64
SC-65
SC-89
SC-105
SC-51,101,104,208,210
SC-106
SC-212
SC-113
SC-112,204
SC-121
SC-119,120,122,202
SC-123
SC-124
SC-126

Building
De La Mare Property

Crouch Garage 
Moore House

Devil's Gate Toll House 
Wahrenbrock House 
Kitchner House

Bonanza House 

Conn House 

Frenzel House

Brown House

Coins House
Coins House
Stabbe House
Young House
Works House
,211
Stein House

Dressier House 

Lawseth House

Kendall House 
Kendall House

Name 
Current

Current 
Current

Historic 
Current 
Current

Historic 

Current 

Current

Current

Current 
Current 
Current 
Current 
Current

Current 

Current 

Current

Current 
Current
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SC-128
SC-125,129
SC-145
SC-221
SC-147
SC-131
SC-132
SC-217
SC-149
SC-150
SC-169,170
SC-227
SC-171
SC-172
SC-173
SC-174
SC-175
SC-228
SC-176
SC-177
SC-226
SC-178
SC-179
SC-181
SC-180
SC-183
SC-187
SC-188,189
SC-195
SC-194
SC-196
SC-197
SC-198
SC-200
SC-199
SC-201
SC-207
SC-102,103
SC-214,215
SC-224
SC-230
SC-236
SC-164,165, 166,192

Bennetts House

Laughlin House
Williamson House
Nichols House

Davis House

Stevens Houses

McCormick/Chappel House

Swanson House
LaCroix House
Cowin House

Mayer House

Fulcher House
Kirkland/Norsen House
Page House

Stevens Residence
Gomez House

Lord House

Sherman House
Johnston House
Olender House
West House

Brown House
John House

Crawford House
DeCrona House

Current

Current
Current
Current

Current

Current

Current

Current
Current
Current

Current

Current
Current
Current

Current
Current

Current

Current
Current
Current
Current

Current
Current

Current
Current
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NONCONTRIBUTING 
DAYTON

Inventory No. Building Name
DA-2 Barton Rental House Current
DA-220
DA-26 Indian Motorcycles Current
DA-30 McCubbin/Spurgeon Building Current
DA-33 Carson and Colorado Historic
DA-97,99,100,103,105,107 Railroad Depot
DA-35 Lopez House Current
DA-101,102
DA-45 Bell Telephone Building Current
DA-47 Herman House Current
DA-46,49
DA-48 Greenbeck House Current
DA-44
DA-50 Teegarden/Tennant Rental House Current
DA-54
DA-56 Teegarden/Tennant Rental House Current
DA-55,57
DA-64 Teegarden House Current
DA-65 Teegarden Mobile Home Curren
DA-67 Lyon County Utility Bldg. Current
DA-70 Como Mine Office Historic
DA-68,69,71
DA-78 Perondi House Current
DA-72,73,74,76,77,79,189,190
DA-80 O'Neil House Current
DA-83,84
DA-81 Dallas/Cooke House Current
DA-82 Dallas/Cooke House Current
DA-90 Dressier House Current
DA-93
DA-96,95 Shell Gas Station Current
DA-98,191,192
DA-108 Bar and Grill Current
DA-111 Forsythe House Current
DA-109,110
DA-119
DA-215
DA-122 Stallings House Current
DA-120,121,123,218



NP8 Form 1MOO* 
(M0)

0MB Approval No. 10244018

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet

Section number ?..

DA-124 
DA-125 
DA-127 
DA-131 
DA-128

Page 38"

Kordonoway House 

Howard House 

Dayton Firehouse and

Current 

Current 

Current

DA-130 
DA-132 
DA-174 
DA-175 
DA-176 
DA-193 
DA-201 
DA-200,206

Town Hall 
Bourland House 
S & S Mini Market 
Rayford House 
Liebhard House 
Liebhard House

Riordan House

Current 
Current 
Current 
Current 
Current

Current



NP8 Form 10-90O* 0MB Approval No. 10244018 
(M8)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet

Section number 7. Page 39

Virginia City Historic District Amendment 
Storey and Lyon Counties, Nevada

Photographer: Bernadette Smith
Date: January 9, 1991
Location of Original Negative: Historic Preservation and Archeology

123 West Nye Lane, Room 208
Capitol Complex
Carson City, Nevada 89710

Number Subject Direction

1. Main Street, Dayton Looking E
2. Taylor and Pike Streets, Dayton Looking S
3. Route 341, Silver City Looking N
4. Route 341, Silver City Looking S
5. Peddler Lane, Silver City Looking NE
6. Route 341, Gold Hill Looking N
7. Route 341, Gold Hill Looking SW
8. Route 341, Gold Hill Looking S
9. Train Bridge on Truck Route, Looking N 

	Virginia City
10. Truck Route, Virginia City Looking N
11. "The Divide", Virginia City Looking N
12. B Street, Virginia City Looking NE
13. W. Sutton St., Virginia City Looking SE
14. D Street, Virginia City Looking S
15. C Street, Virginia City Looking N
16. C Street, Virginia City Looking N
17. Cemetary, Virginia City Looking SSW
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Dayton Photograph List

1. Main Street, Dayton, Looking East
2. Taylor and Pike Streets, Dayton, Looking South
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Silver City Photograph List

3. Route 341, Silver City, Looking North
4. Route 341, Silver City, Looking South
5. Peddler Lane, Silver City, Looking North East
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Gold Hill Photograph List

6. Route 341, Gold Hill, Looking North
7. Route 341, Gold Hill, Looking South West
8. Route 341, Gold Hill, Looking South
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Virginia City Photograph List

9. Train Bridge on Truck Route, Virginia City, Looking North
10. Truck Route, Virginia City, Looking North
11. "The Divide", Virginia City, Looking North
12. B Street, Virginia City, Looking North East
13. W. Sutton St., Virginia City, Looking South East
14. D Street, Virginia City, Looking South
15. C Street, Virginia City, Looking North
16. C Street, Virginia City, Looking North
17. Cemetary, Virginia City, Looking South, South West
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This nomination builds on the existing Virginia City National Register Historic District 
and retains the same boundaries as well as the same areas of significance as the Virginia 
City National Historic Landmark District. The intent of the nomination is to recognize 
that the existing cut-off date for the National Historic District (1900) is artificial: the 
industrial, commercial, governmental, transportation and architectural history of the 
National Historic Landmark District continued in unbroken continuity until 1942. It was 
only at that time that the economy and social structure of the Comstock Mining District 
began to change from mining to the present tourism base.

The Anglo history of the Comstock Mining District began in the mid-1850s with 
small discoveries in the lower reaches of Gold Canyon toward Dayton. As prospectors 
worked their way up the canyon they continued to find small outcroppings of gold, enough 
to create what was then termed "local excitement." This pattern of small discoveries 
and local excitement continued unbroken until World War II and Executive Order L-208 
which effectively ended mining as an economic base on the Comstock. There were, 
however, two astounding periods of great wealth. The first began in the middle 1860s 
and ended a few years later but created a town of over 10,000 people in Virginia City 
as well as smaller villages in Gold Hill and Silver City. This was the bonanza period that 
created the first industrial town in the West, gave Samuel Clemens his first serious writing 
job (he took the name Mark Twain in Virginia City) and left a legacy of small boom-town 
miner's shanties that still scatter the contemporary landscape.

Following this initial boom the Comstock Mining District followed what was to become 
its traditional pattern. As production declined so did population and hundreds of inhabitants 
began to move away from what seemed a losing proposition, some even taking their houses 
with them. Others continued to believe in the presence of more ore, buying mines at 
low prices, building a water system as well as a railroad, and attempting to corner the 
market for milling facilities on the Comstock. With the discovery of what came to be 
known as the Big Bonanza, the fabulous wealth and booming growth of Virginia City created 
a place known throughout the world. Population in Virginia City alone may have reached 
40,000 for two or three years and the others villages experienced similar, though reduced, 
growth. It was this period that created the infrastructure of a major city on the side 
of Mount Davidson.

It is essential to remember, however, that this Big Bonanza was not much longer 
in its period of achievement than was the first and by the late 1870s the same pattern 
of depopulation and declining production was repeated. The same pattern of small 
discoveries and local excitement continued up until World War II and Executive Order 
L-208. War Production Order L-208 terminated precious-metal mining during World War 
II. It is only after the war that tourism became a factor in Virginia City and it was several 
more years   aided by the Bonanza television show -- before a new economy capable 
of sustaining the Comstock District was solidly established. Most recently, in the 1980s, 
active mining has reappeared on the Comstock, but the pattern remains one of small 
discoveries and local excitement even to this day.
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Mining

As reflected in the mining history appended to this nomination, the Comstock has 
been a place of discovery, development and disappointment throughout its history, including 
the twentieth century. While the accomplishments associated with the two Bonanza periods 
are documented in the National Historic District nomination, later developments in 
electrical pumping late in the nineteenth century, as well as ore extraction methods and 
milling processes are not. Fronting on a lode nearly four miles long, as much as 3,000 
feet wide and occasionally 3,000 feet deep, the mining efforts that followed the booms 
of the 1860s and 1870s continued to encounter small quantities of ore of sufficient grade 
to create local excitement and often local employment as well.

Following the sharp decline in production in the late 1870s and 1880s, two pumping 
associations, one in 1898 and a second in 1903 formed to again explore the lower levels 
with some success. Equally important, a new cyanide mill in Silver City (renamed the 
Donovan Mill in 1918) established the new process on the Comstock and became the pattern 
for the much larger Butters Mill in 1902, the American Flat mill in the 1920s and a series 
of mills built after the rise in gold prices in 1934: the Arizona Comstock in Virginia City, 
the Yellow Jacket and the Crown Point in Gold Hill and both the Donovan and Dayton 
mills in Silver City. Likewise, open pit mining of low-grade surface ores made possible 
by the steam shovel and the truck left their mark in the Ophir pit, the Loring pit of the 
late 1930s an the Donovan pit in Silver City. Today the Houston pit in Gold Hill and the 
now-closed Houston mill in American Flat (1979-1985) as well as the active small dredging 
efforts on the broad valley floor just above Dayton are hallmarks of a continuity of mining 
effort on the Comstock extending back to the earliest efforts in the 1850s.

Commerce

The commercial continuity of the long period of decline and survival again remained 
essentially unbroken until World War II. The Virginia and Truckee Railroad continued 
to service Virginia City and Gold Hill and many Dayton residents worked in the yards 
(now demolished) in Mount House. Stores and services listed in the early Sanborn maps 
of 1876 and 1890 continue to be listed in 1923 and 1930 and in later telephone books as 
well. Although diminished in number, all the commercial establishments of the Comstock 
towns of the nineteenth century continued in the twentieth, inhabiting building created 
during the Big Bonanza. An extensive examination of jury lists in Storey County for the 
entire 1900 to 1942 period showed virtually no significant change in the number of 
mining-related jobs among the selected jurors. Services continued to exist to meet the 
needs of this isolated mining community and again, their proportion of the total remained 
virtually unchanged.

Government

Both Virginia City and Dayton continued as the county seat of Storey and Lyon 
counties, respectively. Although Dayton lost its status as county seat to Yerington in
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1911, Virginia City continues to this day as the Storey county seat. It is also important 
to note that Dayton served as a major center for WPA activity during the Depression, 
small testimony to its continued importance to the county. The large number of 
WPA-constructed outhouses in Dayton and Silver City (both Lyon County) as well as the 
three WPA camp buildings now used as residences serve to remind the historian of this 
significant governmental program and its impact on the built environment.

Transportation

The same major transportation corridors and the same means of transportation 
developed during the 1860s continued to be used throughout the rest of the 19th and 20th 
centuries. The Geiger Grade coming up to Virginia City from Reno was employed 
continuously until the late 1930s when the WPA paved what was then termed an all-new 
"high gear" road to Virginia City, largely in response to the transition from railroad to 
truck in mining operations and heavy transportation. Similarly, the original road up Gold 
Canyon from near Dayton through Silver City and Gold Hill to Virginia City remained 
in use and was paved in the 1930s. At the same time that the Geiger Grade was rerouted 
and paved, a new "truck route" paralleling the old road up from Silver City to Virginia 
City was constructed.

Sadly, it was this same period that saw the final demise of the famous V & T. While 
the railroad had served as the primary avenue of transportation, particularly for heavy 
goods, until at least the 1920s, the advent of the truck and the continuing financial 
difficulties of the railroad and the appetite of Hollywood for V & T rolling stock and engines 
finally spelled the end of the railroad in 1939. Although the roadbed still survives largely 
intact, the connection with Carson City and the outer world is no longer in use.

It is also important to note that Silver City, bypassed by the railroad in the 
1860s,developed separately from the other towns on the Comstock. Never a major industrial 
center in the 19th or early 20th century, it became active in the 1930s when the increased 
price of gold, the access by truck and the presence of a number of small mines supported 
renewed activity.

Architecture

As made clear in the appended history of Virginia City, the architectural and social 
histories of the Comstock are virtually inseparable. Equally significant in terms of building 
survival, the social stratification of the mining era that extended from the 1850s to 1942 
was replaced by a similarly stratified tourist economy in place by the 1960s. Elites replaced 
elites, often living in the same houses, while workers remained the largest number of 
inhabitants of all four towns, living in former homes of millworkers and miners.

With easy access by railroad to San Francisco as early as the late 1860s, the wealthy 
of the Comstock quickly moved away to the big city and left behind them a "clipped 
pyramid" of social and architectural development. At the flat top were upper middle
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class mining superintendents (few in number and often living in a combination mining 
office and home) and the more successful merchants with their homes spread across the 
upper reaches of Virginia City. Below these, both literally and figuratively, spread the 
commercial center of Virginia City and then the far greater number of miners', millworkers1 
and small shopkeepers' homes. While some of these worker's homes survived from the 
1860s, many more were added in the 1870s to accommodate the vast population increase. 
With other short-lived spurts in mining production in the late 19th and 20th centuries, 
homes were again constructed, most notably during the mining boom of the Great Depression 
that followed the increase in the price of gold in 1934. Many buildings initially constructed 
during the Big Bonanza as professional offices quickly became boarding houses and continued 
in that use until the Second World War.

As a place experiencing a slow de-evolution that extended from 1880 to 1942 and 
as a place populated almost universally by working people, the Comstock developed its 
own survival techniques. Because this pattern extended unbroken from the late 1860s 
through 1942, the district embodies examples of all these techniques used over this long 
span of time. It became an architectural pattern to add to that was already existing when 
the need arose, to move buildings from place to place as they were needed, and to maintain 
buildings by borrowing materials from abandoned structures or by using whatever was 
cheapest and most available at the time. In the 1920s and 1930s abandoned homes were 
sold for back taxes for as little as two dollars. Because there was so little demand, many 
structures were purchased as an inexpensive source of firewood.

The result, as seen in the photos of contributing buildings, is not a set of pristine 
examples of a single period of time, but, rather, a collection that represents the entire 
history of the mining Comstock. Ranging from virtually unaltered miners' shanties of 
the 1860s and 1870s to simple homes constructed in the 1920s and 1930s to accommodate 
yet another small population boom, the Comstock building stock represents the continuing 
evolution of this mining place from the 1860s to the early 1940s. It is the continuity of 
social and architectural history over this long period of time, a period of decline and 
survival, adaptation and reuse, of small discoveries and local excitement followed inevitably 
by disappointment that is the distinguishing characteristic of the National Historic 
Landmark area.
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V!..=g!:1.ia City, OD the Coourtock Lode, ..·as thp. first silver rush to\ll1; it 

·~"Us also ~he fust area :in the West where the roC!~hod.s of large-scale industrie....l 

ud c.o:yora~e enterprise "'-e:-e intenElely app11ed and developed. As the ~x:Perl­


=e~tel ~e~c~e~o~ !or these techniques, ~h1ch vere 1ntroduced v1tb such succeas 

be:vee~ ! 560 ~d 1864, Virginia City thus becr~ the prototype of t he aubsequ~nt 


!...-. r:-e....~.~ ::t!.r.1r.g to-oms that. appear-ed on the: ¢nin.g frontier in Colorado, ldo.ho) 

Y.o:1.: a.::.!l., l!Jl·i ee,r. t ero. Nevada. ~ 


As Ro~..a:l V. Paul r..as aptly expressed it: "Technologic8.lly, economica.lly, 

en! s oc ~ !. :.coic~ the Cc-:-~s tock Lode repreGented n big and c.brupt stride beyond 

"the ~e.=t;.~ ·?s;: l!..r:its rec..ch~u in CaJ..i.fornia during the 1850s. Ho CD..lifor n1a min­

ir-C!; ye~": '..l;:e ot ~r.E: 1850.:; had dere...'Ulded such' e. huge inves tment, none had been con­

c.'..!.::: .. ~ 1!. en S'.lcn a f.le.=:t:oya...,tly large Bcale, 'r\one ~d required such a .:rapid. advnnce 

in engir.e e~i~ and tecr~oloBY. Nor ~-ud Cal1: ornin mining, even in the field of 

q~t, ~e1 to tr.e f~ctor/~e industrial rel~t1ons that eo soon characterized 

'/1: g-i'-lie City aDd Gold Hill. 


~~-Blly, ~te g=eat bo~~as o f the Comstock Lode and Virginia City mines, 

' o'c.:"" $292,726,310 and paying $125,335,925 in dividendo, from 1859 to lR82, 

doo..i:l.e.,';ec. ..... ester..: ~ning hi8tory :!rom 1870 to IBT9;2 


In t1-_~ .... es"tern Ne"mda desert coun:bry the Washoe Hount~1IU1 extend.ed eMtvard. 

in the C::,-=: s.t Easi:1 fro::). th~ Sierra lfeynful... About 2,000 teet belov the sl..llmD.it of 

Y.oc.::t Dfo_·~C. 3 C:1 ~. I!I. e;:-ea.t vein of decompo8~ quartz, ccnprhed. of gold and 

&1.:.... e!", vh.1.ch e.-rte:ldec. f o r tvo-and-a-hal.: ltdle& through the eastern face of f:!ount 

Drr!.<!3c::l e.ci und.er!leath tbe f'uture siteR or the citie~ ot Gold Rill and Virginia 

Cit}", ?:ver since 1850 a sn-.a.ll group or J:lros~ctor.8 :from Cu.l.1fornia Md been 
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No'''''''' Virginia City 

------------~---------- ---'~----------------·'A 

'enrching with inditterent 6ueceB8 for pIncer gold 1n th16 region. On Janu­
ary 28, 1859, hovever, a s~ group or pro~pectorB finally discovered nt 
Gold Hill in G~ld Canyon an outcropping of the vein later fQrnOU5 as the 
Co:tllitock J..od~.j BeHevlng tcey had. a placer claim, the prospecters \fere d.is­
f".ppointed vhen the "blue stuff" clogged the c2.ea.ta or their crudle and yielded 
only f.. 5~1 e.oOWlt of gold. About June 12, 11359, hovever, they h1~ Q quartz. 
vein, vh1ch th~ named the Ophi~ Hi~~. L&ter that'month samples of the blue 
quartz "ere Bent to Nevads City, Co.l1forn1a, yhere.lliJ9nys reveoJ.ed the ore to 
be three-fourths Bilve~} a ~~tal vith \lhleh tne miners \fere then unfemillar. 
The nel.'S spread inatnntly and trieg~ed the first silver r'llah in American 
history. ~ April lU60, s~~ 10,000 hopefuls fro~ Cnliforn1a had arr1ved 
a~d Virginiu City ann Gold Rill vere laid out us cities. 

UnliKe the gold placer deposits 10 California, vhich had been easily 
mined by the une...xperlenced Y1.t.h .::~e'" tool.a, .the Coc.stock Silver v!).o locked 10 
qutut z, veins whic h required expcn5ive roachinary to e>rtract. Unable to mine, 
the DeLl then· turned in9tead to 9pecult..tion; nearl::.. 17,000 clalros vere loco-ted, 
37 mining eOllip9.1liea vere organi';:ed in 1860 vith paper 6tock values exceeding 
$JO,O<Xi,CXlO nnd 49 more vere incorpo:-ated ;i.n 1861, the6~ were the populsr 
llctivlt:ietl. Y.:very tniner \1"0.8 a potential ~l1o~.re , ('~though fey Md sufficient 
cash to yay their grocery bl116~ Of the V~Dt number of claims flied, only n 
doten vere to be ....orked pl'ofit!tbly, e..nd o oc-half of the total production of 
the COmstock n.n.d four-fifth..E or the dividends vere to come from four flines 
locBted In.ndjn~ent puiro; ~clJ1 the Cr~Jn Point and Belcher, and tbe Con­
solidated Virgl:rla and CaJ.lfornla I:L1nes _ , 

• 
Po/" August, 1860 ~ d..1aappoioted minen haa returned to cal1fbrnia, but 

Virg1n1l~ City st1ll had. 42 atore 3, 42 saloons, 2 ste.r.ap quartz allilp,· , 
5 lumber yards, 3 hotels, 5 b o..::....:·~'.ing housea, ma.ny other bus1neaa eatablish­
ment~, 6 restaurants end B68 d',(ellin.gs, 6.3 -well a.s eo popu.l.ation of 2,345. 
The adjac.ent town of Gold Kill b.e.d 638 people and 179 houses. Total popu­
lation in Nevada ~s then 6,857. 

In 1860-62 pe,ied Virginia City ~ne ovner& struggled vith the naw 
problema that confronted the~ 1n ttining silver. These included the necessity 
of driving deep e:h.atts to folleN tho reins and 8.160 or devising machinery 
tb8.t could profitably ....ork the ore. 

George n~arst, II qusrtz ~ne operator of Nevada City and ~ass V~ey, 
Ca..Uforn1a, e.cqulred 0. one-liirth interest in th,o Ophir Hine at Cold Hill. 
At t.he depth of 175 feet He~st fcund tb!\~ h.it t::l ~ "ere unable. to proceed 
deepor, Dac a,.\UJe even thd stro:t,3eat ti.mbera bro~ Under tb3 veight of tM 
ea.:rth. In lIove1nbcl' , 1860, He;u' !l t tbu.a br-ol1.,1ht .in Fhill) ~id~Bhc~r, M 
engineer and ~f:r ct a qu.art~ mine in .x::t Do:r":l.do COUllty, Ca.l1forn1.:.., to . , 

.~~ 

2 

'. 
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Jlevads Virginia City 

vork. on th~ probleo. l3y 1::ecober Dolde8he~...r: -':! r h'J,d lnvent~d the rr=.out) 
IO sqtl.'l.Te net" pL"lll of tbberio.g, vhich en'lo;'~d clne s eventuAlly to be pushed 
6.9-..'1'\ even to the 4,OCO f oot l evel on the CO::::l!ltCCK l.orlc. In 1862 Ak.u-ln B.Paul, 

,.of Hcvada City, California, .,,!::o had. been Yory.ing in llevc.da. sihce 1860, dovioed 
highly improved verr.iona- of the ba sic California ot~ mill and Rlso a chemical 
uethod tr.a. t b eca..:::e r...'1o...n 't1-.ro..:.;...~o~ the r.J.n1ng worl.d 0.6 ~~~ "\,1ll.shoe pen proceu,." 
or "\/aGhoe pan G!:::.J.lg&.!:~tlonJ" to ext~ct Gilver t'r0!l the ore. Bl()'\;ers for 
ycntilntlo~ nnd JXjJerful p~~3 also r~d to be improved Bn the ~bart8 vent 
even dec-per, to provide !lir o.nd t o p:-e."en~ Wld6rGl'ound streOlD$ from :flooding 
the mincs. 

In 1861 the: Cc:n.6tock P.ine5 be;a.'l y1.elding their bullion 1n qu.entlty t1.f\d 
San F"rl'\ nc19co.-Capital poured into Viq~in !. !\ City to build road~ a.nd p:-ov1.da 
r..o.chln e ry. The: S,~n Francisco Stoc:-:. p.nd f:xcill::'![;c :SOard \fa!! organiz ed on 
S~ptetr.ber 11, 186:! nnd otoc:'" sb.a=es in. toe COiltock Hines "'ere sold to Dc;ne 

30,000 ~ople, th:JS m.ldng VL-gini~ Cit?' eo true induatrio.l. suburb of San l-'ren­
ciaco. By lB63 V1rginio. h!td a pO:p'.l.latioo at 15,000. Hoce nnel of:fice bu11d.1ngs 
were erected 1n gr€'Qt n~~er; g~s ~~d sewer pipes vere inatalled, and eir)~ty 
strunp mills \Iere 1n operntio~. Next to San Francisco, Virginia City \I'!l r:. then 
tbe most iroportont metropolitan ce~ter 10 tho Pacific Coaat. 

In 1863 the Cor::stock dnes ",ere a.lsao unionized. The "1~uerB Protect1ve 

At'8ociotion," for.:·:·:l Q~ Vir.;!.!'..iz. ~..t.:)" 1n 1803, beca.me the ).nrger "l'oiners' 

League of storey County" in 1864; ..;hich had aa their purpose the eatc.blishlnent 

of a otnndard vage of $4.00 a day ro~ miners, The hard times of 1864-65 , hov~ 

ever, resulted in the dissolution cf the l.U'lions 1n 186J~, But vitb the return 

of prosperity, hO'oleve"c, 0. new t-'1C ~c:-. reore p011crful "Miners Union" \oNl.S 

estab1.:l.9hed on JuJ..y 4, 1867. ¥.ost of the Cc:matock's 3,CXX) miners join~d this 

un~cn1 ~hlch successfully establi shed the $4.00 rate in 1867 ahd &160 eight 

hour ....orking do.y in 1872. Frem Virginia City :s il:l1.lo.r unions "ere subsequently 

organ1p.ed 1n other Nevada ~d Cal1fornia mininz tovos. 


~en decrea8~d bullioD proeuction cauaaa hard times ftt Virginia City in 

186I~J P/lll1p.1l C. Ralston, president and. :founder or the· San Francisco Ba.r:Lk of 

California, and William Sharon, his agent at Virginia 'City, tade a seriea of 

large loano to desperate Comstock t"ili operatoTs and mino owners. When these 

notes came due, Ralston ror~~lose :! er.d ,t.he stamp ·mille, toget.her vith tr.LUl,)' 


of the runes and D:Uch other p:,ope·r~:r1 carne l:lto the hand.s of the Ban..\ of 

ee.lH!ornie. Ra.lnton ('Iq;8n1~ea tr.~· Union Mil l1r;e and t-'.1 n tng Corcpany in 1867 

thereby consolidatine. a vast nu::::tbe= of lr.illE and also relocut1:'1S the stamp 

mills on the Ce.rson R1ver 1 vhere \.-e.-:'er"4P\oIer cou~d operfltc the mIlls at less 

cost. f.j"tIc1f:l1cy vas increc.s'!1 2. :11:~ cO:::j...1::;.ition YOS f:li!l'..:!.nated by hi5 mOr1OJ:oly 

of mi~. U!1~ f~<": 111~le ~· . ?el!:· ~_ "', n e !..~ c. o'=Qc! red o\olnersh1r. n!~ the 'otate :- cO!ltpl.!;ro:!.es 

anl l.~ber f"i::-::;s tllll'... : ~:-v~,l ., :: .;' ~ ,;.-,s:.ocy. ~ nt:t; . ;t.n 1869 he ,:oo3tructcd the 

Virg1nia e.nd '!:'rllckcc ReilrC.:l.U to ca...--ry the or e h c=1 minQa .thl'! t.ve nty-ol)c mile", 

.1;.0 tb~J rnl113 00. the Careon R~yer. In 1872 ,po next attended the railroo.d north 

to neno. voel'e 1t connected vitb the neY trtylacont 1nental line ot the Central 
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Paeitie-Union Pac ir1c railroad. U"der Ralston's <lhect1oD, th e "bank cravd" 

"ere the "King.s or the CCXlStock" from 1864 to 1875. Faciliti e s at Virginia City
, . 
~ere t hus consol idated, improved, and efficioncy incr eased. In short, m1nina 

~~s placed on a large Bcale business ba91s . 


In spite of all these precautions, howe~9r, Raloton'a monopoly vas not 

ilt:r;!"eg,..ao1e. In 1870 J ohn P. J ones e.nd Al.vinza HayvarQ brought in ·n bonanza 

0: t60 OOO/ 000 at the Crovn Point nnd Belcher mines bofore Ralston was avnreI 

of thei~ f i nd . A second group 5uccessfully-chailenged Ralston's control 1n 

1874-75. Te s ting a theory that de ep 1n the earth the C~~tock Lode grev vide 

end dee:;l, Jam~s O. Fair , Jnmea C. Flood, John W. }I,a.ckay, and William S . O' Bri en 

o! ~~ Francisco quietly acquired the Cons olidated Vir ginia nnd California 

cines i n 1871 by buying stocks nt reduced pric e8 . In 1872 they beBan driving 

sr.a!"~s deep in the rock of Mount llaYi<ison. In ~ch, 1873, they st.ru.ck highly 

fs:ro::-8.ble signs, end in Octob~r, at the 1,167 f oot level, they strucK the 

"B! g 3o:-'..e.n7.a , 8. lode of gold. end siJ,.ver 54 feet vide. Yieldine a total of , 


·.$l05,l&8,859 fr om 1813 t o 1882, c...'"\~ raying $74,250,000 in dividends, thi6 "" 13.0 
the sree.t es -;; single borro.nza 1n Ill1n1r'.g hi story . Tbe L"M Bpeculative va.ve th.2.t 
!ollov~d th~ dis covery of tbiB bO~12a ruined William Ralston and broke t 
?.!'..;:~ 0:- Ce-.lifo r nie' 5 control of t he Coms i.:;.ck Lode. Ji"o.1r, Flood, ).:ackey Wld 
0 ' Brien bec8l:19 the ne.... "Silver K!ng:c;" nr.<3. built their palaces on Nob Hill in 
Sa'l ?'re_:1cis co. :But even the fabUlous .... ea.lt h of the COIIlBtock Lode could no:)t 
lzs"';. :fo:-eve!". Production reached an annual high of more than $3B,OOOJ OOO i n 
1816! b~t by 1878 it had fallen ~o $20/ 500 , 000, then decreasing to $7, 500,000 
in 1~T9 , $3,690/000 1n 18~D, o.nd droppi~J to only $1,400,000 1n 1881. Ccc­

. St-OC!_ stoc:.tl> vh.i ch had been valued at $300.,<XX>,000 1n 1875, v er e only vorth 
S7, OOO,QO:) in 1880. The population of Yirbln1a City vh1c b had inc['"eae~d from 
ll, 35-9 1:'1. 1870 to 20,000 1n 18 75, then fell to 15,448 by 1880, and to 9/ 000 
by 13-99. 

The i .n.f1uence ot the Com.:'Itock Lode, 1860-1880, ·va!! enormous. Weo.lth 
·Yalt ]XJ'_Lret. into 'San Francisco, e~t.a.bllsh1n.g tbat city as the Queen City ot 
the r··o. cl!,ic Coast. Unll.k~ the California gold-rush, vh1ch d;1.s:tributed the 
~o~y videly, a sma.ll. oUJ:Iber ot 1nd.1.viduUs accp.mu.lated 1..o::tten6~ fortunes tram 
tr~ Co~:oc~ Mines . These ve~lthy mea vere to be p~mineDt 1 n subaequent 
C:..n:;>-:ers o f C:tiitornia's, lleVl'da Ie., and · the nation's history. Botb mining 
~d opeCUlet10D v ere o['"Boni~cd as ~go scale businca8 operations for the 
ti.:" st, ti.!::!e in the ;:est OD the Cc::l.' tock . The STe~t In!"hu of s ilver , vhlen 
p:-e::;-ted the govc:-n:~ent to es t nbl1ah a bro.ncb runt at Carson City and a1!!o . 
the ~ge CeY m1n~ ~~ San Francioco, altered t he ratio or gold and silver 
.e..rd p:-ob:.bly- caused E-J.:;.-o-pc!.\n Il!lt1ons to d!!=oD.1tlze all.ver. Beclluse of tho 
Cc:::.s ~oc:{ r".J. oh , lIe...---ad!.\ be~e a territory 1n 186i and 5~te on October 31, 1861:·. 
F:- <! i e-~: L~, fe.....-o1ng} Md ranchiI\3 ve:ro gre at:;t.y oti.ou.J.At od &rid the cOTUl:t,ructioa . 
r..!ld lccn~10n of the firnt trll.Cscont1neDt~ rUb-rod 'WUs nlao a..N'ec t ed . .,inalJ..>·,. 
ecne of t b3 !:lOst ~rtant technolog1c ~.tilch1 'fv~~ntA 1n t h!= c1nil:!8 lndUltry 
y e e vori<ed out at the: Com.s1;.ock : These 1nclu -!.Jo:d ~1dc.hea.or '. square set 
&r l te~ at tlwbering, Pnul'~ Vaabo~ proe~6e o~ roduc inG or c a, and in 1878 . 
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Virg1niA C1ty 

----------~------------.~-----------------------------~----. 
'dolph Sutro R200 completed bis grea~ engineering project, the 20,480 root 

~Sutro tunnel vh1ch vas con8~ructed ~o drain the Comatock Mine : . 

Present Appearancel 

Fire, the cn.!my of all tninb.g tO~8, largely destroyed the fJt ructures 
erected 1n Virg!nln City prior to 1875. serioUB rlr~8 Bvep~ ~hroU8h the 
city in 1863, 1865, 1866, and 1873, ~"J.rn1T'.g e.n estimated totn..l of $1,625,000 
1n prop~rty. But the great tire which virtually ~hnnged the fnce of Virginia 
City occurred on October '26', 1815, ad. res~+,ec1 in a 1086 of nbout $12,000,000. 
The ~Jrncd district lnclud~d Rll Dt the city between TAYlor Street on the south, 
ru\d Carson Street on the nortn, SI:.~,ra:-t street on the \fes t and the Chinese quarter 
on the ee.~t. SoL'le 300 buainess houses, 1,(X)() dvellings , and the $500,000 mill 
of the Consolidated Virginia Mine "''''8.& dest royed . 

Occurr~ng during a boo~ periee, ·Virginia City W88 e oon rebuilt end the 

present appeara.nce of the tovn tr:e:-efore largely dates Crom o.fter 1815-76. · 


Virginia City possesoes to a COl::31derable de f:::::.:ee the atD'.oapbere ·and 

llJlPe6.l'a.nce of ita 1875- 1878 boCZI pti1od. The tovn in loca ted 6,205 feet 

aoove s ea · level, on the ::;i!!~ c~ XO'...:..nt DJ.v1dson, and about 1, 622 teet bela..... the 

6\l.!.".::l1t of th~t mOWltain. Both h11fr. e.'":>ove tlJId far pel<1"\(" "e" otrect, the: main 

stre:et nre n ()ub~tOJltinl o ea.-~ ter !r-a. a! origins.l bu1U.1~S5 , interspersed vitb
J 

ye110vins m..1ne dumps and the rcln.'l of D".ine \larks. "c" Street itself in still 

lined vith t ....o and three - stor)" -brics. structureo and rough board fJide .....a.l":s. 

Theoe bu11d.in.g:a \ler~ once ornst e hO\fSes of dJ:ance , OalCOM, and reetaurants; 

todAy many h:1ve r e ta ined their original. t\Ulct~on and flAvor; thank" to lreve..d4 t e 

gcrnbl.1ng lavG, and m..:J.ke lured bidl! to attract tbe throngs of visitors vith 

v1n~ d1spl~ at rlld~d photo~aph8, c~~ of CowBtock ore, and similar 
curios. or part1cu..l.ar intereEt on "e" street ,18 , the "Territorial. Enterprlo~~ 
bu.!, l d1ng, er$cter. 1n 1862. Bere, ¥..!lXk Tvs1n tOOK his . tirst job as v'rlter , vork ­
iog aa a reporter rrom May, 1862 to }lay , 1864, 8ond. adopting his pen na:&8. HI! 
lator describod hiD experiences in V1rgin1.«l City in his e1.nsa1c boox, ":Roush­
~~, yubUDDod 1n 1872. Another lntereat:,OS bui.ldtl"..o on "C'· stroot ie the ­
}'ourth ":::u-d School l!::lu...~, co~letcd 1.'1 1876; thie rrc.',: .' structure i8 row­
"tories hiGh o,nd served nl) a c..c=bic.::d g:-c.r.=..a.r and hic;.it school Ulltl1 19.36. It Cil 
18 T~~ could dcccx=odate 1,025 6tud~Qts. 

Above "c" Street, on A ana. 3 ~reete, are t1ne (but ~1nted and often 
cr\.1Dbllng) r:.:lnoicns ot the rrr->::. ~ :- S~lvet; K1 ~s. . On i Street .10 10c:::.tcd Pi-pert 8 
Opern lio~e, a splendid ex~-ple o~ ~.c1ninJ frontior tbe~ter . Euilt in 1883 , 
this 1s n 101l8, thrc3- a t ory, .fre.::.c bu.1ldio.j vi th '" tlfO-~tOry enclo sed porch 
on th:: front . J.=:.ong it a WltL:J\.!..':lJ. c.rcl!iU!C""tur:Q· tcnturo3 are n oUllJland~ balco~, 
t. o r:'./.ft or Dloyi~3 IOt~e, n..tld the "p:"1I""oJ d.:l.nc.e tloor . Tho -t.o..se bo~OIl are no-ol 
ta.rni cshed nn.d 1fJll.ll:,f of the old 1Dterlq t"itt1noa are gone, but the tbe~ter 1tl3el.! 
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(ph::'photograph 
CARSON CITY phc--photocopy) 

Alfred Chartz House (1 87 6) 

2 ext. ph. ' 72 

1 int. ph . 72 

7 data pp 


Abraham Curry House (1871) 

4 ext ph 72 

1 ext phc 

10 dat a pp 


ewe Ferris 	House ca . 1869 

2 ext ph 72 

3 inc ph 72 

11 data pp 


General Views 1860-70 

2 phc from top of stage ho use, from 2nd and Ca r son S t ree t s 


Lew M. Meder Hou~ ca . 1875
" 	 .5 sheets 1973 (site, plan, eleva ti ons) 

Hethodis t Church 1865 and additions 

1 ext ph 72 

6 int ph 73 
 ~ 
2 ext phc (1 pre-1909, 1 post-1909_ 

8 data pp 


James D. Rober ts House 1859 (moved 1873) 

r estored 1971- ) 

5 sheets 1973 


St. Peter ' s Episcopal 1867 and additi ons 

7 sheets 

4 ext ph 73 

2 int ph 

1 int phc ca. 1880 

10 data pp 
 • 

David Sma i 11 Hous e c. 18 76 

3 ext ph 1972 

1 int ph 

1 ext phc e. 1885 

7 data p p 


Steward Nye House ca. 1860 

3extph7 2 

1 int ph 72 

11 d a t a pp 72 


Nevada S t ate Capit ol 

5 ext ph 19 40 , 1972 

8 in t ph 1972 

2 ext phe 187 2 , 1873 

I ex t phe o[ engr..tvil :1 n . ll. 

6 phc of ,Heh. rlra,·, in ':s l869 - . 

15 dota pp • 
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CARSON CITY (CONT'D) 

Mathias R1nckel Mansion 

4 ext ph 72 

2 int 72 
 .,13 data pp 

E. 	 D. Sweeny Bldg 1860 ca. 

1 ext ph 73 

3 ext phe 1868, 75, 68 

8 data pp 


Mark 'Jl\.Jain's House late 19th c. 

1 photo 1940 


u.s. 	Mint1866-69 and additions 

6 ext ph 1940, 1972 

2 int ph 72 

I ext phc 1879 

2 ext phe 1971 

3 ext phc of arch dra..... ings 1874 

12 data pp 


U.S. 	 Pos t Office 1889-91 

4 ext ph 1940, 72 

9 data pp 


Virginia and Truckee RR shops 18 72- 4 

8 sheets 72 

7 ext ph 39 J 72 

3 ext phe 1882, c. 1900, 1949 

k int phe 1938 

11 data pp 


Henry Yerington House c. 1870 and additions 

4 ext ph 72 

51ntph72 

2 ex t phc 1870, 1872 

1 int phc 1889 

13 data pp ­

I 
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DAYTON 

Bluestone Maaufac turing· Company 1860's (ruinous) 
1 sheet 1973 

Sutro Tunnel Entrance 18 69 -88 ( to facilitate work in mines) 
1 ph n . d . 

WEEKS vicinity 
• 

Fort Chu rchill ~ noW' state park 
19th century (bui l t t o pto tec t mincrs on Comstock Lode and 

emigrants to California) , 
" 

reco(ds~ 

AURORA 

General view along riain Street 
1 ph ca. 1934 

GOLD IIILL 

Libe rty Fi r e House late 19th c . 
2 ph 1937 (1 i nt ) 

Miner ' s Union Hall l ate 19th c . 
4 ph 1940 

VIRGINIA CITY 

Blaubelt Han sion 
2 ph n. d. 

CelJletery 
6 ph 1940 

1st Street Commercial Buildings 
1 ph 1940 

• 
C Street Commercial Bldgs 19th c . 

21 ph 1937, 38 , 40 

COT:ls tock HOU <{ l' 19th c . 
1 pl. 1937 

Crystal Sa loon late 19th c . 
I ext. ph 37 
e int C.O 

Epj !:l(;op~'. l Church l a te 19th c. 
2 ph 1936, 40 

Evening Chronicle Bldg. btl: 19th c. 
1 ph 1936 

Fire House 

Fire Stati on 
t oil 191. 1) 

I 
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VIRGINIA CITY (cont'd) 

4th Ward School 
9 shee t s 73 
3 ext ph 37 , 

Frame St ore f 
1 ph 40 I 

Frederick House 
2 ph n . d . l 

General Views 
panoramas mid and late 19th c . 
11 ph , 37 I 40 

Hall of Re co rds 
2 ph n.d. 

Hardward and Cene r~l Store 
1 ph 19)7 

Ha rness Shop 19th c. 
1 ph. 40 

House 
4 ph n .d. 

Hose House 
1 ph 1940 

King House 
8 ph 37 ( 7 interior) 

Knights of 	Pythias Hall 1876 
5 shee ts 73 
1extph37 

Jail 
•in t detai Is 


3 int ph 


Mas onic Hall 18 75 
1 ph )7 

Mine General View 
1 ph n . d. 

Miners ' Union Hal l 1876 (fo r measu r ed drawings . see Knights of Pythias) 
~ e x t ph 37,40 

Holine1l1's Hote l 
1 f'h )7 

Nor c ross Mining Office 
) ph )? 40 
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VIRGINIA CITY (contld) 

Old Bar 
lextph37 

Palace Clothing Store 
1 ph 37 

Pipers Opera House 
7 sheets 73 
8 ext ph 39, 40 (ruinous) 

Safe Vaults office of Cons olidates Virzinia Mining Company 
1 ph 37 

Sha f t House distant view 
1 ph 40 

Shaft House 
1. c a . 1934 ph 

Silver Hotel 
1 ph 37 

St. Mary's 	in the Moun tains 
10 ph 37 , 40 

Mining Office> 

2 ph 40 


St ocery County Court House 
S ph 37, 40 

Mark Twain "Ente r pris e'.! 
1 ph 37 

Sut to Mansion 
1 ph 40 distant view 

Uni on Brewery 
1 ph 37 ­

Virginia Hotel 
1 ph 37 

Virginia City News Bldg 
1 ph 193 7 

Virginia City Union Sunday School 
1 ph 37 

Wells Fargo Bldg 
9 ph a nd phc, 1865, 98, 15, 38 

Rh odes Cabin­
) pp. r e po r t 
7 ph 
J dr awin~~ 



• IDI-15­
"Evening Chronicle" Build.1I'".a;, "e" Street !lABS [Cal 1 
Virginia City, otorey Co . , nevada 
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• Historic American Eu11dins:e Gurvey 1936-1937 
Robert W. Kerrigan , Photcsrapher 
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Molinelli 's Hotel , ' ''C'' Street 
Virginia City, Storey Co ., Uevada• 
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ID.storl c American Bu1.ld1nga Survey Ilo.rch 1937 
Robert \II . Kerrigan , Rlotographer 
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• !:EV- 15- 4
Norcross t-l1n1ng Office IlABS rCa). 183-~ 
Virginia C1ty , Storey COO } Nevada 
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• Union Brevery 

Virginia City, Nevada 
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• Historic American Buil dings Survey 193"1 
Robert W. Kerrigan, F1:.otogrnpher 
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• King IIouse NEV-15- 31 _ 
Virginia City , Nevada HABS (5;al. 1263-" 
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• Hiotoric American Buildings Survey March 1937 Robert w. Kerrigan , Pllotographe r 
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• Frederick House 


Virginia. City, Nevada 
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• Historic American Buildings Survey 
National Park Service , San Francisco 
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• Fire Sto.tlon NEV-15-1liI 
IlABS Cal lli';6- 2Virginia City, Kevada - ­

H 
~ I 

V &­Q 

• 

I = ­



• llEV-15-60 
Fire Station IlAllS -Cal 1 56- 1 
Virginia CityJ Nevada • 
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• Fire House (present) _NEV-15-87 
Virginia Cit, Storey Co., l1cv . l!AJJS~Cal 1055 
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• NEV-15-82 
BODO House HABS CeJ. 1341. 
Virginia City , Storey Co. J llc:vada 

• 

• 

I . 

. 
r~·. -~ .. 
~"::-::,..'_~_)J&..-

, 

-­

• 

• Historic American Bu11dings Survey Re- photo: May 1940 
National Park Service I San Francisco 
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Harness Shop 
Virginia City, Storey Co ., tievado. 
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• W;V-15-19­
C""'Ctery IllIllS !i.~33ll-5 
Virginia City , Storey Co . , trev . 
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RAllS~ 1259-l]

Miners t Union IIGll. 
Gold Hill , Storey co. , r.evadtl 
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• !lEV- 15- 14 

Miners I Union Hall HAJJ:) ~al 1259-2 

Gold Hill , Storey Co . J nevada 
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• Liberty Fire Rouse} Liberty Fire Dept. 

Gold Rill , Storey Co. , nevada 
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Masonic Ral.1 , "c" Street I'.ABS~ m: 
Vlrg1.n1a City J Storey Co. , Nevada 
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• " ,,"eb 1937 
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Hiotar1c American Bu1~dinso Survey 
Robert W. Kerrigan I Pbotograllher 

VIE.o/ OF FRONT 



• • 
• Virs1n1a City Union Sunday School IlAIlS~MJ4 

"c" Street, Virginia City, Storey Co., 
Nevada 
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• II1atoric Ameri can Bu11dinso Jurvey I'.arcil 1937 
Rol)ert w. Kerrigan , Photogropber 
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• Virginia Uote1 , "c" Street 
Virginia City, Storey Co., Nevada 
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Historic American Buildings Survey I·larch 1937 
Robert w. Kerrigan, Photogro.pher 



• Building on "e" Street 
Virginia Ci ty , Storey Co . , tlevo.da 
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• Historic American Bu1.ldinec Jurvey l1arch 1931 
Photo by Rub~rt W. K,!rrigan 
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Commercial Bu11d1ngo IIA!'S Cal 190- 18 

Virginia. City, Storey Co ., nevada• 
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• ,./!'EV- l , - l ­Ccancrc1al Bui l dingo , lie II street III\l!S Lu..r-i.~ll 
Virginia. City , Storey Co ., Nevada 
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• NEV-15-U K of P Hail IlABS @aJ.-~
V1rginia City, Storey COO} Nevada 
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• Historic American Buildll1gs ;}urvey W1rch 1937 

Robert w. Kerrigan , Photogrnpber 
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